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Bowling over the competition
College Bowl All-Stars advance to next level ofplay at Boston University
by Jamie Gisonde

’02

College Bowl
All-Stars

News Staff

It is a rivalry between
strangers, couples, siblings, and
friends. As they sit amidst a
table of buzzers, name cards,
soda cans and pens, some
anticipate the questions with an
anxious countenance, others
with
goofy
grins
of
bewilderment.
However
seriously or silly the players
chose to spend last Saturday
afternoon, they were all united
in their attempt to test their brain
power at the fourth annual
College Bowl.
Before the office of Student
Activities Involving Leadership
(S.A.I.L.) kicked off the start of
this “varsity sport of the mind,”
the 13 four-person teams
lingered around the corridors of
Slavin enjoying the continental
breakfast and checking out their
competition, which, according
to Sharon Hay, Director of
S.A.I.L., and K.C. Ferrara,
Former Assistant Director of
S.A.I.L., was more intense than
previous years.
As far as preparation was
concerned, some teams went in
just for fun, like “2XS,” a team

James Kabala ’02

Dan Kabala ’05

Dave Spunzo ’03

□ Dan Reed ’02
Steve Muzrall ’02
(declined due to a
previous engagement)
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Team members confer before answering a bonus question during the College Bowl.
of sophomore males who joked
about their 0-3 record because
“you can’t take it very
seriously.” Others, like the only
team to compete all four years
with the same four teammates,
“Little Buddy and the Goggles,”

Councilman
seeks crackdown
on neighborhood
noise violations
by Juliana

Patsourakas ’02

News Staff

While there is little debate
that
the
neighborhood
surrounding PC can get noisy,
especially on the weekends,
City Councilman Terrence
Hassett believes that the
Providence Police Department
needs to get tougher on noise
violations according to a Jan. 7
report in The Providence Jou
rnal.
Hassett said that noise
complaints are among the most
frequent concerns raised by
constituents. While policemen
now measure excessive noise
according to whether noise can
be heard two telephone poles
away, Hassett would like the
police to employ their noise

meters so that there is a more
calculated
measure
of
disturbance.
Although Hassett does not
mention PC students directly,
the streets he believes the police
should focus their attention on
are inhabited by some offcampus students, including
Smith, Chalkstone, Broadway,
and Douglas Avenues.
Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P.,
Vice President of Student
Servcies, stated that there could
be some positive attributes to
Hassett’s new recommendation.
“Anything that would increase
better neighbors I am supportive
of,” commented Fr. McPhail.
While Fr. McPhail is

Noise resolution, page 2

woke up early for an
invigorating game of Trivial
Pursuit. This team, comprised
of Brian LeComte ’02, Pat
Sheldon ’02, Matt Daly ’02 and
Mark Brady ’02, felt that
contrary to popular belief, there

was a strategy in winning. “We
chose four people who had
strength in different areas of
knowledge,”
explained
LeComte. Not only that, but
“knowing when to buzz in is
key. Timing is everything,”

added Daly.
The goal among many of the
groups ranged from improving
last year’s record to stimulating
their minds after spending the
better part of Friday night out
at the bars. As talented and
diverse as all the teams were,
not many seemed to strive for
winning
the
campus
competition. More simply, or
perhaps, more realistically, they
just wanted to fair well against
the “All Stars” team captain,
James Kabala ’02.
“Two of the other members
of his team are my roommates,
and they’re both geniuses, but

College Bowl, page 2

Singing in harmony?
Music Department, a cappella club face off over
inclusion of voice majors
by Felicia

Grosso ’03

News Staff

Citing the tremendous strain
that vocal majors place on their
voice, the Providence College
music department has devised
a new policy that will prohibit
voice majors from participating
in the school’s various a
cappella groups. While the
department claims its actions
are an attempt to protect music
majors’ voices, the new policy
has caused some unrest within
the a cappella club.
The Providence College a
cappella club gained its club
status three years ago, but
Special Guest, the school’s all
male a cappella group, started a
few years before the club was
officially recognized by the
College. Since then, Special
Guest, along with the two other
a cappella groups, Anaclastic,
an all-female group, and Strictly
Speaking, a co-ed group, have
performed not only at various
on campus events, but also
several functions off campus.
Over the years, the a
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Neal Ferreira ’02 practices with Special Guest during their
90 minutes alloted for practice by the Music Department.
cappella
groups
have becoming difficult for the
flourished. Dr. Michelle Holt, school’s vocal teachers to work
Director of Choral Activities, with the students involved in the
began to notice, however, that a cappella groups because the
participation in the a cappella students were often tired after
groups was “taking a negative attending a cappella rehearsal
toll” on the vocal majors who on top of their weekly required
were involved in the groups.
Voice majors, page 4
Holt explained that it was
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Off-campus residents may face careful scrutiny of noise levels.
supportive of any measure that would
promote a beneficial relationship
between off-campus students and their
neighbors, he asserted that, this year, the
relationship between PC off-campus
students and the surrounding
neighborhood is going smoothly. “Off
campus housing has received very few
complaints so far,” stated Fr. McPhail.
Students around campus have

“I don't think
it's really
going to be a
big issue.
I think the
neighborhood
police has
been doing
a good job."
-Steve Muzrall ’02

varying perspectives on the new
proposal raised by Hassett. “I don’t think
it’s really going to be a big issue. I think
the neighborhood police has been doing
a good job,” stated Steve Muzrall ’02,

President of Student Congress. Muzrall
said that the Congress did raise the issue
during the first meeting of the semester,
and members resolved to inform friends
of the concern over noise violations.
Katie Cartier ’02 also believes that
students need to “pay attention” to the
surrounding community. However, on
the whole, Cartier believes that “the
school tries to be respectful of the
surrounding neighborhood.”
Some students expressed that
Hassett’s idea may not be effective in the
long-term. “I think it is a valid concern,
however, I don’t think it is the solution,”
stated Mark Moses ’02, who believes
that noise meters are a “temporary fix”
and that students must take responsibility
on an individual basis.
“As students, you are members of the
community. The big thing is to go out
and encourage students to meet their
neighbors,” stated Moses.
Other students who live off-campus
admitted that the neighborhood is loud
but said that PC students are not the chief
problem. “The neighborhood in general
is loud. I think Providence kids are fine,”
stated Derek Bugley ’02.
Matt Meegan ‘02 agreed with Bugley,
noting that the neighborhood is not made
up solely of college students. Fr.
McPhail agreed. “There is a good
number of non-PC students (who live on
the surrounding streets),” he said.
According to the Providence City
Ordinances, Chapter 16, Article III,
Section 16-106, the punishment for
violating the noise code is “a fine of no
more
than
$500.00”
and/or
“imprisonment for a period not

Do you need help before your upcoming exams?

they just don’t get a chance because he’s
a super genius,” explained Steve Muzrall
’02, returning a third year to the
tournament. And the talent of the “All
Stars” paid off. They went undefeated
in the campus competition and were
awarded gift certificates to the
Providence Place Mall and College Bowl
tee-shirts.
“[James] has a depth of knowledge,
but he also has a quickness. He can recall
it a lot quicker than other people,” stated
Ferrara. “But the one thing [I notice] is
that he doesn’t have any ego associated
with his knowledge. If he doesn’t know
the answer to a bonus, he’ll ask. He sees
himself as part of a team, and I really
like that about him.”
For Kabala, not knowing an answer
to a question was not a frequent
occurrence. In a match against a team
of senior girls, he single-handedly
answered 20 out of approximately 25
questions, conferring with his teammates
before answering the bonuses.
Todd Incantalupo, Assistant Director
of S.A.I.L, was pleased with how the
tournament ran, and he didn’t seem to
be the only one. He received several e

mails of gratitude and praise, one from
a volunteer moderator at the event, Dr.
Brague, Assistant Vice President of
Student Services, who complimented
Incantalupo and all of the other
volunteers on a job well performed.
The moderators have since
collaborated and have chosen four allstar players and one alternate “with a
broad spectrum of knowledge” to
compete in the regional competition.
Kabala, his brother Dan ’05, Dave
Spunzo ’03, and Dan Reed ’02 will face
teams such as Williams College,
Northeastern, Amherst College, MIT,
and Harvard at Boston University on
February 16.
Incantalupo is confident that PC’s
talent will take them far in the
competition, possibly to victory. “I feel
very confident with this team. Last year,
we lost to Williams in the finals after
beating them in regular competition. I
think our team is definitely going to be
stronger this year just based on the
experience of aging another year. I
definitely am looking for a top three
finish.” If PC wins regionally, they will
qualify to participate in the national
competition.

The Answer is...
Find out how you would stack up in College
Bowl competition
1. As a student at Oxford, he amused himself by creating new languages out of
Anglo-Saxon, Gothic, and Finnish roots. Those roots lie behind such names as
the Wargs, Aragom, Gollum, Smaug, and Gandalf in his later fantasy classics.
Name this Oxford don. (10 points)

2. It is carved on an 8-foot high pillar of black diorite now in the Louvre in Paris.
It is actually a series of amendments to the common law of Babylon and is not
properly a “code.” Name this ancient legal document called a code. (10 points)
3. His June 2001 win over Spain’s Javier Castillejo makes him the only former
Olympic-gold-metalist-tumed-bilingual-recording-artist-tumed-WBC-super-welterweight-champ. Who is this boxer-singer? (10 points)

4. Like Coca-Cola, its secret formula was devised by at 19th century chemist and
is known to no more than five people - all in London. What is this brand of
Worcestershire sauce, named for its two originiators and entitled by a British
High Court ruling in 1906 to use the words “orignial and genuine” on its labels?
(10 points)
5. In mid-1998, these two nations took the first steps to restoring diplomatic
relations that had been severed in 1975 when one invaded and occupied what had
been the other’s colony of East Timor. Name this Asian and European nation. (10
points)

r
Two Presentations That Can Help:
Overcoming Test and
Pre-Performance Anxiety
and Test Taking Strategies
When: Wednesday, February 4th
Where: Moore Hall III
Two Times To Choose From:
2:30 pm or 6:00 pm
Sponsored By the Office of Academic Services

Looking for a unique gift
for Valentine’s Day?
Send a song to your Valentine with PC’s male a
cappella group

Special Guest.
$5.00 a song
On sale in Raymond Cafeteria during dinner.
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Like to Smurf? Want
to Smurf for The
Cowl?

Come to the Info Session on Feb. 5 at 6 pm in the
Slavin Soft Lounge (Room 100) or pick up an
application in The Cowl office (Slavin 104A).
Remember, we Smurf you.

Sanctions
Date: January 23, 2002
Subject: Disciplinary Hearing
Charge: 1. Standards of Conduct (Page
36, II, IA) - GUILTY
2. Physical Abuse - Throwing Beer
(Page 36m, 2E) - GUILTY
3. Underage Drinking (Page 38, VII) GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
until 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine
3. Substance Abuse Education Classes

Date: January 28, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Drug
Usage
Charge: 1. Drug Usage (Page 43, VIII,
I) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
until 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine

PETE JOHNSON WThe Cowl

The man behind
the mask
by Ben Russell

’04

News Staff

In his white flowing robe, he looks
like a normal friar. Only his oversized
head gives him away. He is the mascot,
and while anyone who has attended a
PC spor
ting event
knows who
this char
acter is. few
know the
person who
hides be
neath. Well, now you do.
For the past three years, Chris
Kirchhof ’03 has been rooting on the
Friars sports teams while exciting and
amusing the fans. However, his interest
in being a mascot started long before
he came to college. He remembers being
younger and seeing the University of
Connecticut’s mascot, the Husky, and
thinking that that would be an
interesting job. He then became his
high school mascot — a Raider. “1 had
to wear this big pirate head and this shirt
that went with it,” he said. It was not
much of a costume, compared to what
he has at PC, he admitted, but it was a
start.
Upon arrival at PC, Kirchhof
inquired into the athletic department
about how he could become the mascot,
and he was eventually awarded the job.
Thus, for the past three years, Kirchhof
has attended both the men’s and
women’s basketball games and the
men’s hockey games. As the mascot, he
has had the opportunity to travel with
the men’s basketball team to
tournaments, including the Big East
tournament in New York City.
Kirchhof’s favorite moment thus far
in his mascot career, however, took
place last year when he got to attend
the NCAA men’s basketball tournament
in New Orleans. “It was great to run

out onto the court during a break in play
and be in front of a huge crowd. I like
getting in the middle of the excitement,”
he said.
Those who have seen the commercial
for ESPN magazine have seen Kirchhof
on television, as well. He remembered
staying in a hotel suite in New York City,
filming at six o’clock in the morning,
and having to wear the costume for
twelve hours. “It was cool to see how a
thirty second commercial is made out
of hours of filming,” said Kirchhof. He
also met several mascots for
professional football and hockey teams,
including the Philadelphia Eagles and
the New Jersey Devils, and mascots
from other Big East schools. “I got to
take home a few of the fleeces
[advertised in the commercial] too,” he
said with a smile.
During the summer after his
freshman year, Kirchhof went to
Rutgers University with ten to twelve
other college mascots - including those
from Georgetown University and
Syracuse University - to attend mascot
camp. “It was good. I got to see what
the other mascots were doing and got
some ideas from them,” Kirchhof stated.
The camp also provided him with a
chance to hang out, swap stories about
getting beat up by kids, and talk about
the pros and cons of being a mascot.
Kirchhof walked away from the camp
with a fifth place trophy, an
accomplishment that he was quite
excited about.
Kirchhof has also used his mascot
skills during the summers for the New
Britain Rockcats, a minor league
baseball team affiliated with the
Minnesota Twins. He also worked last
spring with the Pawtucket Red Sox,
either being or helping out the mascot.
While Kirchhof has enjoyed these roles

Kirchhof, page 4
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A cappella Club questions new policy

Kirchhof shares secrets of
being College mascot

- Continued from page 1 -

- Continued from page 3 -

rehearsals.
As a result of the difficulty
in balancing major requ
irements along with a cappella
groups, Holt, along with the
music department, issued a new
policy that starting in the Fall
Semester of 2002, no vocal
majors will be allowed to
participate in a cappella groups.
Holt stated that she is an avid
supporter of the a cappella
groups. She has been closely
affiliated with groups, serving
as the club's moderator for three
years. “We really support these
groups,” she states.
However, according to Holt,
the new policy was instated in
an attempt to better guide vocal
majors. “Kids who are voice
majors are going in different
directions; it’s not the same kind
of singing,” Holt explained in
reference to the fact that the a
cappella groups perform an
entirely “different repertoire”
than vocal majors. As a result,
some vocal majors begin to
develop “bad habits” in their
singing.
Holt added that this new
policy is intended to help vocal
majors “get their priorities
together.” “We’re trying to help
these kids with a decision,” she
explained.
Holt believes that the
department took careful
consideration of the students in
making this decision. After
careful assessment, the
department realized that as of
now, the new policy only affects
one student. This way, Holt
explains, “we can start with a

clean slate.”
Eric Bosworth ’02, President
of the a cappella club, however,
feels differently. What troubles
Bosworth, as well as many other
a cappella members, is not the
new policy, but two other
stipulations stated in an e-mail
sent to Bosworth from Sr. Gail
Himrod, O.P., Chairman of the
Music Department.
The e-mail, according to

“We pride ourselves
on being an
entirely student-run
organization.
No one from
the [Music]
department has ever
been to a rehearsal. ”
-Eric Bosworth,
President, a cappella
club
Bosworth, stated that “all nondepartmental groups are limited
to 90 minutes of rehearsal per
week in Catherine of Sienna
Hall,” and that “all group
leaders and presidents of a
cappella groups are required to
turn in member rosters and
rehearsal schedules to the Music
Department.”
According to Bosworth, the
requests are confusing because
the a cappella club has been
“repeatedly told we’re not
associated with the Music
Department.”
“We pride ourselves on
being an entirely student-run

organization,” he added. “No
one from the department has
ever been to a rehearsal.”
What also troubles Bosworth
is the issue of whose decision it
is to determine if a student is
engaging in activities that are
detrimental to his or her career
choice. The Music Department
has essentially issued this policy
because
they
believe
participation in the a cappella
groups for voice majors
“promotes bad vocal health.”
According to Bosworth, “the
person who decides that is the
[student’s] vocal teacher.”
“I can understand their
motivation for making this rule.
I just think they went about it
in the wrong way,” said
Bosworth. Bosworth believes
the music department really
cannot control what the vocal
students choose to do in their
spare time. “It seems strange
to me, in a college environment,
to take that decision out of the
students hands,” he added.
Bosworth believes that he
speaks for the entire a capella
club when he noted that “the
benefits of a cappella far
outweigh the risks.” For
Bosworth, the club has taught
him about all aspects of music,
from arranging to performing.
“It would be a real shame to
deny anyone the experience I’ve
had here,” he said.
The group met with Fr.
McPhail, who is currently
reviewing the issue. The group
will also discuss the issue at the
next a cappella club meeting.

and plans to be the mascot again
next year, he has no plans of
becoming a professional.
Kirchhof admits that
wearing the costume is
sometimes tough.
“It’s
unbearably hot inside of it,” he
said, adding that “one could
easily lose five pounds in one
day from sweating.” Plus,
Kirchhof noted, the mascot
cannot see behind him.
In addition, Kirchhof stated
that he is very superstitious
when it comes to the costume.
He said that he would wear the
same shirt underneath the
costume or the same pair of
socks if the team was on a

winning streak. “I just thought
it might help us win,” he said.
When asked about the
recent change in mascot,
Kirchhof responded by saying
that he likes the idea that PC is
the Friars and the mascot is a
friar. In fact, he remembers
people in the crowd yelling for
the school to bring back the
Friar. On the downside,
however, he admits that he
cannot do as much “goofy stuff’
as he could with the Dalmatian.
Whether dog or friar,
Kirchhofenjoys his role. “Hike
to believe I’m part of the team.
I take my job seriously, but it’s
also fun.”
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Student Life

by Jamie

Chase ’04

News Staff

For some, spring break is a
rite of passage, like getting your
license or staying out late.
College students spend months
dreaming about where they will
travel, and March is the month
when most students try to make
this dream a reality. Whether a
student decides that a sunny
beach, a foreign country, or
skiing is where he or she wants
to spend their days, there are
certain precautions and tips both
when planning and when taking
a spring break vacation that
could make or break the trip.
It is best to plan early, when
there is plenty of time to talk to
travel agencies, compare flight
rates, and contrast hotel prices.
By leaving plenty of “shopping”
time, one can get the best deals
with the more trusted and the
best-known travel companies.
If a spring break plan does not
pop up until the last minute,
individuals have to be extra
careful, especially when relying
on so-called “bargain” deals for
their dream trip. In a FTC
Consumer Alert, The Federal
Trade Commission reminded
travelers that “before you dot
the “I”s and cross the “t”s on
your contract, do some
homework and take a good look
at the package.”
They
encourage students to “read the
fine print” and “understand your
rights.”
Once a spring break trip is
planned and booked, students
have to keep safety a top
priority. The first stop on many

How not to end
up in a Mexican
prison
(and
other spring
break tips)
vacations is the airport.
According to the Department of
State website, anyone traveling
should “leave copies of [his/her]
itinerary” with a relative or
friend at home. Also, while at
the airport, in order to “not
become a target for thieves,”
travelers should not “wear
conspicuous clothing and
expensive jewelry.” The FTC
Consumer Alert also reminds

students to expect flight delays,
travel lightly, and never leave
luggage unattended, especially
during these times of
heightened security.
Once a student is on his or
her way, safety is not to be
forgotten just because he or she
has arrived at his or her
destination spot.
The
Department of State website
reminds travelers to make sure

they have insurance that will
cover their medical needs even
when out of the country and that
they have information on who
to contact in case of an
emergency.
Both organizations stress
remaining clear-headed while
partying on break, as well. The
Department of State warns
about using illicit drugs and
drinking excessive amounts of
alcoholic beverages, as visitors

may not be sure of their
surroundings and penalties for
drug offenses may be much
stiffer in other countries. It is
also important, according to
www.tripsmart.com, to “travel
in groups and to never let your
friends wander off with
strangers.”
Students that are
planning to travel overseas have
to keep even more in mind than
those students visiting other
areas of the United States,
according to the State
Department. “Although most
trips abroad are trouble free,”
according to the State
Department website, “being
prepared will go a long way to
avoiding the possibility of
serious trouble.” The website
encourages those planning to
travel overseas “to learn about
the history, culture, politics, and
customs of the country/
countries in which they travel
and study, and respect the
country’s customs, manners,
rules, and laws.” No matter
where a student plans to travel,
whether local or abroad, safety
has to be a factor in all that the
student does, from the planning
to the living out of those spring
break dreams.

Flying the friendly skies
Since the September ll* attacks on America, special considerations have to be kept in mind when traveling, as security and procedures are stricter than ever
and many Americans are still nervous when it comes to the idea of flying. Here are five tips to help ease the flying situation.

Be early.
Arrive two to
two and a
half hours
before your scheduled flight
time because new security
measures installed in airports
nationwide require a lot of
extra time and attention.

Be patient.
With strict
security
measures
implemented in all airports,
delays are to be expected.
Remember, its for your
safety!

Be knowl
edgeable.
Know your
flight num
bers, departure and arrival
times, and other important
information regarding your
flight so that you are that
much more informed and
ready to go.

Be compli
ant. Remem
ber that it is
the responsi
bility of airport employees
and officials to keep travel
ers safe. Be respectful and
compliant when it comes to
new airport procedures.

Travel light.
Airport
representa
tives
enoucrage students to bring no
more than two checked pieces
of luggage and on carryon
piece. Any more than that is a
hassle and risks a greater
chance of being stolen.
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A little something called
the internet, Marge.

Join the technology revolution! Join The Cowl’s
Web Team before Bill Gates buys us out!

Cowl Info. Session:
Tue • Feb 5 • 6 PM • Slavin Soft Lounge
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Bush vows triumph over terrorism, recession
Terrorism:

“The United States of America will not permit the
world’s most dangerous regimes to threaten us with the
worlds most destructive weapons.”

Economy:

“When America works, America prospers, so my
economic security plan can be summed up in one
word: jobs.”

State of
the nation:

“As we gather tonight, our nation is at war, our
economy is in recession, and the civilized world faces
unprecedented dangers. Yet the state of our union
has never been stronger.”

For “The Cowl’s" take on the speech,
turn to Commentary, page 10.
America’s leader did not utter the names of Osama bin Laden
or the company Enron in his State of the Union Address.
state of the union had been a
by Ben Downing ’03
vehicle for bolstering a
World Staff
president’s approval rating, but
The state of the union is al this year’s address was more
ways a highly publicized event, about maintaining the current
however, there has arguably level, while fostering a sense of
never been a more important security and safety among the
address by the president to the American people.
public than that which President
Bush’s address took a much
Bush made on Tuesday night. more active and aggressive
Aside from the obviously tax stance than many political ana
ing issues of terrorism, reces lysts had expected, posing
sion and the recent Enron de warnings to nations who har
bacle, Bush’s staff was handed bored terrorists or were seen as
the job of maintaining an ap promoting terrorist ideology.
proval rating of astronomical The nations of Iraq, Iran and
proportions. In year’s prior, the North Korea were explicitly de

scribed as an ‘Axis of Evil’, and
referred to as hostile states
whose production of weapons
of mass destruction would not
be tolerated. Using language
that harkened back to alliance
of Germany, Japan and Italy in
World War II, Bush refused to
sit idle and allow for the stock
piling of weapons or forces and
called for quick and swift action
in areas which were deemed a
threat to U.S. security. “The
United States of America will
not permit the world’s most
dangerous regimes to threaten
us with the world’s most de

structive weapons,” exclaimed
the Commander in Chief.
While Bush was markedly
aggressive on the issue of
homeland security and promot
ing security throughout the
world, he only made vague il
lusions to the failure of the
Enron Corporation and did not
even speak the name of Osama
bin Laden. In referring to the
collapse and scandal that now
is the legacy of Enron, Bush
merely said that laws must be
revised so that those who work
to save lives for our nation
“should not have to risk losing

everything if their company
fails.”
The lack of any mention of
bin Laden also served as a
somewhat dark reminder of the
failure thus far of the massive
manhunt in Afghanistan to lo
cate and capture the known
leader of the Al-Qaeda terrorist
ring. Moreover, Bush did not
address the handling of captured
Taliban fighters at Guantanamo
Bay or the escalating situation
in the Middle East, as he felt that
these issues had drawn enough

Bush, page 9

Drama continues for Enron
Suicide of vice chairman and hiring of a new CEO in the past week
by Jennifer

Ricciardi ’03

World Staff

On Dec. 2, Energy trader Enron Corp,
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec
tion. Formerly the 7th largest company
in the country, it finds itself in the midst
of the largest bankruptcy in US history.
The plot seems to be thickening as many
of Enron’s secrets are being revealed
daily.
The most tragic turn of events in the
Enron saga occurred Friday, Jan. 25
when former Vice Chairman J. Clifford
Baxter committed suicide. Police in
Sugar Land, Texas reported Baxter, 43,
was found dead in his car with a gun
shot wound to the head. A suicide note
was found in which Baxter said he was
distressed over the collapse of the com
pany and concerned about testifying in
hearings, possibly against his former
colleagues. In the past, Baxter openly
criticized the bankrupt energy
merchant’s financial dealings.
Arthur Andersen, Enron’s auditor, is
under intense surveillance for his role in
the Enron demise. His accounting firm
has come under fire for allegedly approving audits that misled investors, for
shredding key documents, and for main
taining a relationship in which former

With the hiring of a new CEO, things are looking up for Enron employees.
Andersen employees occupied top posts at least a half a dozen cases in recent
at Enron. The Securities and Exchange years, Andersen has been accused of
Commission, the Justice Department, signing off on audits that were later
and 11 congressional committees are deemed misleading.
investigating the Enron matter.
Not one of Enron’s top executives has
Previous lawsuits and SEC filings spoken publicly about the company since
against Andersen suggest that the firm’s
its demise.
problems did not begin with Enron. In
The financial damage from Enron’s

implosion extends far beyond the thou
sands of Enron employees who lost their
jobs. The breakdown of oversight has
shake confidence in the system set up to
provide vital corporate information to
investors and has spread unease about
the stock market. However, investors
haven not stopped buying stocks. The
Dow is up 5% since Enron started to
implode in October, and there has been
no damage to the nation’s energy trad
ing industry or its energy supplies.
Even despite the chaos of the past
month, Enron is taking steps to recover.
On Tuesday, Enron named restructuring
specialist Stephen Cooper as interim
chief executive to lead it out of its record
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Cooper will re
place former Enron Chairman and Chief
Executive Kenneth Lay, who resigned
last week under pressure from Enron’s
bankruptcy creditor’s committee. Coo
per has helped restructure several
troubled companies, including appliance
maker Sunbeam Corp., retailer Feder
ated Department Stores Inc, and con
struction conglomerate Morrison
Knudsen. He is currently chief restruc
turing officer and vice chairman of
Laidlaw Inc., the troubled bus transpor
tation industry.

Sources: latimes.com, yahoonews.com
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Female suicide bomber strikes Jerusalem
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Bush delivers
on State of the
Union speech
- Continued from page 8 -

YAHOO

The bombing was the third major
attack in an Israeli city in a week.
by

Ellen Bisson ’04

World Staff

Two people were killed and more
than a dozen were wounded when Shinaz
Amuri, a female student at Al-Najah
University, launched a bomb attack
against Israel in the streets of Jerusalem.
The terror marked the first time that a
female Palestinian acted as a suicide
bomber.
The blast next to a shoe shop blew
out shop windows, set a store on fire and
left victims sprawled on the pavement
amid shards of glass, pieces of fruit,
shoes and storefront mannequins. Israeli
police said they were not sure if the

attention in recent days.
Instead, Bush’s focal point was the
desire to attain the peace and economic
prosperity, which he had spoken of in
his first appearance before a join ses
sion of Congress when his stated goals
were, “a balanced budget, big surpluses,
a military that is second to none, a coun
try at peace.” A year later these goals
seem almost naive and reminiscent of
the peaceful prosperity that was the pre
September 11th U.S. Although the big
surpluses and the balanced budget may
be down the road, the military has be
gun to prove itself in an unconventional
YAHOO
Relatives mourn the death of a family member in an apparent suicide bombing. war and hopefully, peace will be re
stored again.
woman intended to kill herself or if the tants.
Moreover, Bush explained that this
The bombing is only the latest in a call for American activism was not an
bomb exploded prematurely as she
walked along Jaffa Street, the main com stream of violent events that has turned attempt to push American cultural val
mercial strip in west Jerusalem. No the streets of Jerusalem into a war zone. ues on the world, but rather it was
group immediately claimed responsibil The attack came two days after a Pales movement to explicitly employ the nonity for Amuri’s attack, but Israel said it tinian suicide bomber killed himself and negotiable demands of “human dig
held Arafat ultimately responsible. Is wounded 24 people in a pedestrian mall nity.” These demands included rule of
rael accused Palestinian leader Yasser in Tel Aviv. That bombing followed law, private property, free speech, gen
Arafat of encouraging terrorism and said Israel's killing of a senior Islamic mili der equality, religious tolerance, and
it was prepared to respond to the bomb tant in a targeted missile strike in the limits on state power. Although this list
ing, the third major attack in an Israeli Gaza Strip. Just days before, a Palestin seemed to promote a world created in
ian gunman opened fire with an auto the American, or at least liberal west
city in a week.
Vice President Dick Cheney said matic rifle on Jaffa Street only a few ern, image, Bush countered with the fact
yards from the site of the previous at that the values of the “enemies” are not
Arafat must make a 100 percent good
faith effort to put an end to terrorism. tacks. The gunman killed two women so easily sold. Values of tyranny and
and injured more than a dozen people death “as cause and creed.” Not only
So far he has not done that.
After the incident, the Palestinian before he was shot dead by police. Some did Bush reaffirm the rejection of these
leadership called for a halt to all attacks shops had their windows shot out in ear values, but he did so in a patriotic man
against Israel. However, several Pales lier attacks and had just replaced the ner, linking the decision for freedom
tinian groups have said recently that they glass when it was shattered again. Pal and equality to the founding of the
would no longer observe a cease-fire estinian militants have carried out more United States.
declared by Arafat in December. Israel than 30 suicide bombings during the
has dismissed the Palestinian cease-fire current Mideast conflict, now 16 months Sources.-yahoonews. com,
abcnews.com, bostonglobe.com
calls as meaningless and says Arafat has old.
simultaneously been encouraging mili
Sources: cnn.com, bostonglobe.com
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A Very Special Tangents and Tirades

STATE OF THE UNION
It’s the final exam for last year and the thesis statement for the new one: the State of the Union Address. It’s a political landmark. Though none of
our writers were those random people pointed out in the gallery, we still have a pretty good hold on the state of the union and the actual address.
Commentary tells the way things are in 2002. The writers ’ opinions on the state of the union are above, and you ’ll find their reviews below.
Well, he didn’t inhale the pretzel The
state of the union is always amorphous.
To the president’s advantage, we evalu
ate it in terms of the issues and initia
tives laid out in his speech. Sept. 11
makes it more complicated; we know
that the war on terrorism is the focus of
our national effort and consciousness
even four-and-a-half months later. At the
same time, domestic issues still demand
our attention. The economy is on the
ropes (see: three huge bankruptcies in
the last few weeks), housing costs are
up, and there is increased talk (though
rarely hard figures) about the homeless.
However, the tax cut (and Sen. Daschle’s
recent failed showdown over it), educa
tion reform, and even support for the
annual “Walk for Life” promise a suc
cessful year. After a year of the Bush
Presidency, the nation is stronger. I'm
proud of my president again. You may
think he’s wrong, but all doubts about
his competency or jokes about Cheney
running the show are out the window.
For eight years, we suffered through a
man afraid to act before checking the
national pulse and who actually wished
he could have fought such a war as this
one to boost his legacy. We have a great
leader on our hands.
—Dave Holman ’03

The “union’s” pivotal year In politi
cal dialogue, the term “union” is heavily
laden with meaning. America is defined
by a collection of diverse groups that
somehow work towards a unified goal.
The very foundation of the “United
States of America” was brought into
question by the Gore/Bush presidential
election fiasco. The Electoral College
that balances the identities of the autono
mous states with the interests of the popu
lation as a whole seemed flawed. The lines
between race, age, party affiliation, state,
etc. all seemed to get darker. We were
approaching disunity. Then came Sept. 11.
Sept. 11 was not a blessing in disguise.
People died. Although it feels good to call
ourselves a “unified” whole and not just a
collection of states, this newfound patri
otic sentiment does not put a positive spin
on what happened. Regardless, the lines
that separate us from ourselves have be
come more faint but the line that keeps us
together has grown darker. It is unfortu
nate that a tragedy was necessary in order
for this to take place. I guess suffering is
common to everyone.
—John McHugh ’03
Hit me, baby The U.S. is still reeling
from the blows she received last year, but
she’s not down for the count. The initial

Be thankful our sideshows are back
In September, I (and just about everyone
else) predicted that, in the cliched phrase
of the time, America would never be the
same again. This turned out not to really
be true. The current preoccupations of
the public—the Super Bowl, the
Academy Awards, the Red Sox sale—
seem to be moving along almost as if
there had been no terrorist attack. While
we still have troops in Afghanistan and
Osama bin Laden remains at large, issues
like the fate of John Walker Lindh are
pretty much regarded as sideshows. The
pretzel incident proves that it is again
safe to make fun of George W. Bush. I
am ambivalent about this. On the one
hand, we almost have to put our minds
on other th ings, not because “otherwise
the terrorists will have won,” to use
another, even more stupid cliche, but
because there is no other way to stay
sane. However, how can one enjoy life
as fully as before when one knows that
thousands of people have had their lives
cruelly and prematurely ended?
—James Kabala ’02

The U.S. is still reeling
from the blows she
received last year, but
she’s not down for the
count.

YAHOO NEWS

That war stuff sure is funny: Bush delivers the State of the Union Tues., Jan. 29.
shock and fear after the Sept. 11 attacks
gave way to a resurgence of national pride
and unity we haven’t seen in two
generations. The moral indignation
caused by terrorism led to renewed faith
in our military purpose which was
questioned by few Americans. Indeed, our
bombing campaign appears to have
succeeded in ending the al-Qaeda network
as well as the Taliban’s power in
Afghanistan, reaffirming the U.S.’s
positive role in this aggression. At the
same time, the economy’s mood swings
threatened to throw us all back on the
bread lines, and yet we appear to be

—Though neither as moving nor signifi
cant as his September terrorism speech,
Bush’s speech was par for predictions.
Iraq is next in the crosshairs and Bush
fully intends on carrying out more tax cuts
and Social Security reform. With the
Dems stuck to their seats at the end (do

—Erin Simmeth ’03

—Dave Holman ’03

speech are probably sitting at home won
dering when they can expect to be em
ployed again, receive their prescription
medicines, or feel confident in America’s
schools. —Sasha Gillin ’04

—In the path of a traditional war rallying
speech, Bush briefly and vaguely men
tioned America’s economic crisis, while
he clearly mostly emphasized the war on
terrorism, acting more like a cheerleader
for America than a concerned leader sym
pathetic to those affected by the economic
downturn. His gung-ho patriotism may
have inspired those seeking more secu
rity in the president’s terrorism views, but
it was largely repetitive. Many of the “real
Americans” who Bush saluted in his

—Once you got past the vague generali
ties and rhetorical crowd-pleasers that
typified Bush’s speech, he did a fair job
of getting at the heart of the major issues
facing the United States today, especially
the many facets of the war and terrorism.
In emphasizing the positive that must
come out of the war. President Bush’s
soundest advice was that we must con
tinue to “go back to normal,” we must not
forget Sept. 11, and more importantly, we
must become better people and a better

What we were yelling at the T.V.
—As predicted, the main focus was on
guns and jobs, but mostly guns. Bush
filled his ten-gallon hat with the true
Texan image of the vigilante justice
fighter, shootin’ out evil and and freeing
helpless Afgani women and children.
He’s not in such a hurry to ride off into
the sunset, though. —Erin Simmeth ’03

pulling out of our post-Clinton high
dive. Unemployment may top off at the
current 5.8%, and the housing market
remains strong, proving that consumer
confidence hasn’t been completely
crushed. The slump hit the lower classes
the hardest, so while most Americans are
saying, “come on, hit me again,” shelters
are overflowing. In the coming year,
more must be done for to support
shelters and affordable housing. At the
same time, Enron-style business abuse
must be prevented, along with the
pandering to big-money interests.

mestic part) and Bush making Kennedy
overtures, it’s clear who’s bipartisan.

Drive out of the tunnel It is difficult
to analyze a year that has undoubtedly
been one of the most challenging in
recent memory. To feel as though
everything has changed and yet nothing
has changed is a bit disconcerting. With
the exception of a few new songs on the
radio and more American flags, our lives
bear the usual routine of work and study.
We still laugh at superficial sitcoms,
sleep late on Saturdays, and enjoy a life
which on Sept. 11 seemed like it would
never be the same. While everything on
the surface is essentially the same, with
a bit of added Hollywood patriotism,
there is that unpleasant rumble in the
background. This is caused by news of
a war we are fighting against an enemy
called “terrorism,” without a definitive
“bad guy.” We have essentially left this
designation to the government, without
doubting or questioning as we should.
If the state of the union is to improve,
we must strive to be conscientious,
informed citizens, not blind supporters
Union, page 14
country because of it.

—Stephanie Pietros ’04
—George W. Bush plainly told the world
that America is fighting for certain ide
als because they are correct. It is obvi
ous that, as the president pointed out, the
“price of indifference would be cata
strophic.” We are not fighting just to
“protect our culture” or some relativistic
way of life that just happens to work for
us. This is not about culture. We are
fighting to protect the universal truths of
human dignity, liberty, andjustice that are
true regardless of culture.
President Bush also commented that

Yelling at the TV, page 14
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Heart of the Matter: John Walker Lindh
(you know, that traitor kid with bad parents)

The good choice that went so wrong
by

Erin Simmeth ’03

Asst. Commentary Editor

John Walker Lindh could be the most
hated man in America, second only to
Osama bin Laden himself. The thought
of one of our own children abandoning
America for the al-Qaeda is so repulsive
that the first impulse is to sweep him
away with generalizations which make
us feel better about why someone would
actually commit such a crime. Attorney
General John Ashcroft’s comments on
his charge of treason summarized our
national desire to discard John Walker
Lindh: “Misdirected Americans cannot
seek direction in murderous ideologies
and expect to avoid the consequences.”
The truth is not as simple as this. Lindh
was more than just “misdirected,” and
yet not quite so, and his faith cannot be
dismissed as “murderous ideologies”
without implicating the entire Islamic
community.
Lindh’s guilt as a traitor to his country
cannot be denied. However, Ashcroft’s
comments on Lindh’s decision to join
Islam were insensitive and imperceptive.
The fact that he abandoned American
society for a foreign faith and culture
does not mean he was “misdirected.”
Although it would be easier to write him
off as another rebellious teenager, the
truth is that Lindh chose Islam because
he felt it could give him something his
American world had not: spiritual
fulfillment.
Lindh wasn’t just another California
hippie kid who grew his beard out and
ran off to join some far-out religion
because he wasn’t good at football. Nor
was he akin to the Unabomber or the
Columbine killers. According to all
reports, John was a serious, introverted
student, with little interest in the usual

Lindh chose to leave
behind the traditional
American world, but
he was not simply
rebellious.
teenage diversions such as sports and
girls, but dedicated to the study and
practice of his adopted faith. Lindh
chose to leave behind the traditional
American world, but he was not simply
rebellious. His attraction to spirituality
and study were a positive reaction to a
world obsessed with materialism and
instant satisfaction. His travels were a
search for a society where cars, houses,
and designer clothes are not equivalent
with success, replacements for
spirituality.
Stepping out of the cultural ‘box’ into
which we are generally indoctrinated
does not make a person misdirected.
Lindh chose to dedicate his young life
to a strict moral code, according to values
that the average American would find
frighteningly restrictive. Somewhere
between California and Afghanistan,
however, Lindh was led astray from this
noble idealism into the ranks of a militant
group following a dangerous warlord
with a distorted, antagonistic concept of
a holy war.
John Lindh traveled to Pakistan to
further study Arabic and Islam, but there
was more to the curriculum there than
prayer and simple living. From the
religious school he attended, Lindh was
drawn into the fighting in Afghanistan
along with hundreds of other militant
faithfuls. Jihad is one of the central tenets
of Islam, as carefully outlined in the

YAHOO NEWS

The picture says it all: John Lindh after being captured
during a prison uprising in Afghanistan.
Koran. According to the holy law
contained in this text, Muslims must
fight to protect their faith. However, just
as there is conflict within Christianity
about the various interpretations of the
Bible, Muslims divide over the meaning
of the Koran and its laws. Even before
Sept. 11, moderate Muslims condemned
suicide attacks on innocent civilians such
as those supported by Osama bin Laden
as a flawed interpretation of jihad. Most
Muslims believe that suicide and the
murder of innocents are always
indefensible, and will be rewarded only
with eternal punishment.
Islam as a whole cannot be defined
as “murderous ideologies.” In its usual
form, it is a religion of peace and
obedience. However, in a world full of
economic strife and oppression, it has
become a vehicle for vengeance. John
Lindh’s search for a spiritual home led

him to a place where Muslims are driven
by fear and anger to take the most
extreme position in their faith. Here, the
Islamic community tends to be the most
fundamental, interpreting jihad as a call
to martyrdom and violent confrontation
with the perceived enemy, namely, the
U.S. and Israel.
There is no way to deny John Walker
Lindh’s guilt as a traitor to his homeland.
He freely chose to take up arms with a
terrorist organization targeting the
country he had abandoned. At the same
time, it is impossible to ignore his
betrayal as a simple act of rebellion, or
call his search for true spirituality just
an attempt to “find direction.” If that is
what it is, John Ashcroft would have to
call a large number of Americans
“misdirected.”

Like a stiff drink, his parents couldn't handle him
by Stephanie Pietros

’04

Commentary Staff

The impending trial of John Walker
Lindh raises many issues regarding the
nature and scope of one’s freedoms as
an American citizen. Additionally, it
challenges popular belief versus legal
definitions of treason and crimes against
the government. Putting aside the legal
implications of the case, however, the
situation of John Walker Lindh brings
forth more fundamental issues about the
rights and responsibilities of his parents,
who allowed their sixteen-year old son
to relocate halfway across the globe.
Clearly, although they will not be legally
implicated, Frank Lindh and Marilyn
Walker also bear guilt in their son’s
involvement with the Taliban, however
great or small that is eventually found
to be.

Throughout the preliminary aspects
of the trial, Lindh’s parents have stoutly
averred their son’s innocence, claiming
that he was perhaps brainwashed. The
truth of the matter is, however, that
Lindh’s parents probably have no idea
whether or not their son is innocent,
brainwashed or otherwise. When, at the
age of sixteen, Lindh dropped out of high
school and converted to Islam, his
parents supported him because his
conversion did not seem to have any
extremist views attached to it. By all
accounts, this seems to have been true.
It appears that Lindh, inspired by the
transformation he observed in Malcolm
X’s conversion to Islam after reading his
autobiography, felt that Islam provided
a moral basis that was lacking in other
aspects of his culture. Lindh became
disgusted with the rap music he had once
liked, coming instead to believe that it

Frank Lindh and Marilyn Walker attend a Jan. 24 news conference outside
the Alexandria, Va., courthouse where their son is being tried.

Their continual claim
of his innocence has no
basis in fact, as they
have had extremely
limited contact with
their son for four years.
exemplified a depraved culture which
glorifies sex and drugs. Although his
parents initially had worries about the
extremist views held in some Islamic
countries, they believed the local
mosques their son attended were of the
more moderate variety and that he was
interested merely in the spiritual aspect
of the religion.
Up until this point, Lindh’s family
life, although somewhat unconventional,
appears to have been supportive. Frank
Lindh and Marilyn Walker believed their
son’s conversion and even his decision
to change his name were not harmful
based on observation of his behavior. In
itself, Lindh’s conversion to Islam, or
even his desire to study in the Middle
East is not necessarily indicative of
harboring extremist views or support for
terrorism. There is no reason to doubt
that Lindh and Walker believed their son
was truly sincere in his conversion and
that there was no indication of his
extremist views prior to leaving the
country.
It was when they allowed their
sixteen-year-old son to move to Yemen
to study Arabic at a religious school in
order to read the Koran in its original
dialect that they erred. It is highly
irresponsible to allow an impressionable
sixteen-year-old to travel around the

world alone and unaided.
Although they continued to support
their son financially, Lindh and Walker
essentially played no parental role once
their son left for Yemen four years ago.
Their continual claim of his innocence
has no sound basis in fact, as they have
had extremely limited contact with their
son for four years. Although he returned
home for a brief visit in 1999, John Lindh
found the transition to a society where
everyone was not Muslim too difficult
and returned to the school in Yemen a
few months later, eventually traveling to
Pakistan to study at another religious
school. Although they kept in touch with
their son via e-mail, it is clear that John
Lindh was on his own. In fact, he did
not inform his parents when he moved
to Afghanistan, at which point they did
not hear from him for eight months. Of
course, by this time, he was legally an
adult, although not independent from his
parents, who wired him $1200just prior
to his halt in communication.
Frank Lindh and Marilyn Walker’s
continual claim of their son’s innocence
is merely a poor attempt to cover the fact
that they have no knowledge of the extent
of John Walker Lindh’s involvement with
the Taliban. How can they, as they only
know the barest details of his life for the
past four years? In truth, they have as
much knowledge as the government or
anyone else does. Having essentially
neglected their son at the impressionable
and formative age of sixteen, there is no
logical reason to give their statement of
his innocence much credence. If John
Walker Lindh is indeed found to have
definite ties to terrorist networks in
Afghanistan, he is not solely responsible.
His parents, through their negligence and
indulgence under the guise of support, are
no less guilty than Lindh himself.
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It truly takes a major
effort to upstage God
in His own house, in
front of His
hometown crowd.
Perhaps one instance can be
overlooked. There was even reason to
hope as “Here I Am, Lord” was cued up
as the offertory hymn to accompany a
thoughtful homily on “Vocation
Sunday.” Unfortunately, “Here I Am,
Lord” was cut short, leaving awkward

silence for the
celebrant to complete
preparation of the
gifts. Churchgoers
were treated to a
rendition of the
“Great Amen” a la
Marty McFly that
bordered
on
obnoxious in length
and style.
The grand finale
was an extra-long
reflective solo—a
10:30 staple to
which the con
gregation is not able
to sing because it is
a band original.
Following
the
band’s announce
ment for try-outs
(separate from the
general announce
ments
already
given), the fan
favorite closing
The only
song “City of God”
was again cut to one
verse. This was understandable—the
“Gloria” and the reflection song had to
be evened out somehow.
Granted, church music played by
talented musicians is better than no
music at all. And creative music can take
the Mass to a higher level. Energetic,
talented music will get students to Mass.
But that has never been a problem here.
Many PC students have been attending
Catholic Mass most of their lives. So
when overzealous musicians start to
overdo it, people notice. The thought that
“cool” music is needed to get students
to Mass is an insult to their faith.
Samson, in their days in old Aquinas
Chapel, delved into more questionable
material, but their delivery still managed
to stay reverential and keep the true
message in focus.
Why is church music so important?
It is a major component of the Roman
Catholic Mass. However, it should
supplement the Mass, not become its
focus. The true focus is and always must

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

star performer here is Jesus.
be the Eucharist. It truly takes a major
effort to upstage God in His own house,
in front of His hometown crowd. When
that happens—and it’s approaching that
point in this case—you’re a short walk
from stealing the show from the Guest
of Honor.
One of the major goals of Vatican II
was to increase participation during the
Mass. This makes sense. If you’re
bringing God to the people, they should
be able to participate. In fact, those who
participate and sing benefit from it. To
quote St. Augustine, “He who sings
prays twice.” Students go to Mass to
actively participate in it, not to witness
a performance. There appears to be some
confusion over this, though, given the
applause at the conclusion of Mass.
The time and effort put in by the
cantors is not overlooked and is
appreciated. The only way to do such
energy justice is to serve God in the Mass
in the way it was intended. The sheep
just need to follow the right shepherd.
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Woonsocket school board:

Praying for common sense
by John

McHugh ’03

Commentary Staff

“Look down with favor, O
Lord, on these deliberations to\
night. We ask this divine guid
ance in order that this School
Committee meeting be con
ducted in the light of truth, jus
tice and wisdom. ”
On Jan. 23, three of the five
members of the Woonsocket
School Committee voted to re
instate this non-denominational
prayer at the beginning of each
meeting. As it usually does, the
public use of the dreaded “Gword” (and this one only in
volves the more general
“Lord”) has made this into a
controversial decision. Obvi
ously, the separation of church
and state is the issue at hand.

How often we
forget that
religious freedom
entitles people to
actually practice
religion as well as
abstain from it.
Let us begin by putting aside
common sense. In other words,
let us take a look at this in terms
of legality. Perhaps an appeal
to free speech here is not the
correct approach. We are deal
ing with government policy, not
the actions of an individual citi
zen or private entity. It would
then make more sense to look
at the federal government’s pre
cedent. In every trial, witnesses
must take an oath on a Chris

tian Bible before they testify.
Congress prays before it meets.
As prestigious and as influen
tial as the Woonsocket School
Committee may be, why is their
vote to pray before their meet
ings even an issue worthy of
discussion?
Apparently, in a similar situ
ation involving the Cleveland
Board of Education, the U.S.
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
made a distinction between leg
islative bodies and school com
mittees because school com
mittees deal with children.
Gee, I must have forgotten that
laws passed by legislative bod
ies have no effect on children.
How could I forget the lawless
anarchy that came with elemen
tary school or my own unsuc
cessful run at a “Kiddy Con
gress” seat? Good thing I
knocked over all those liquor
stores before I turned 18 and the
laws applied.
It is also obvious that nei
ther rights are being trampled
nor is anyone being alienated
by this decision. There is no
reference in this non-denomi
national prayer to Christ,
Mohammed, Moses, or any
other specific religious figure
(it does not even use the JudeoChristian “God”). One could
even argue that the pledge of
allegiance or even the insignia
on our currency uses rhetoric
that is more religious than the
words of the school committee
two-line prayer.
Hypothetically, an atheist
could be offended by this deci
sion, but what would that person
do if he or she had to take the
witness stand? Does the atheist
use different currency because he
or she is offended by the phrase,

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

“In God We Trust”? Where do
the inconsistencies end? If
people were really offended by
the mere mention of God and not
just making a big stink about
something that does not concern
them, then they would attack
these existing aspects of Ameri
can life as well any new propos
als. The fact that this does not
happen is a testimony to the fact
that most people do not really
care either way and there is thee
fore no “alienation” or “infringe
ment of rights.” And on the flip
side, who is to say that those who
believe are not offended by the
fact religion is not invoked in
more public issues?
Furthermore (careful, here
comes some common sense),
why is the fact that the School
Committee deals with children

Crossing Over
by James

Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

John Edward is currently America’s
most famous psychic. His show,
Crossing Over with John Edward,
recently began appearing on the SciFi
Channel and, despite Edward’s
considerable lack of charm or a
prepossessing appearance, has become
popular enough to have “crossed over”
to a wider audience, appearing in wide
cable and network syndication. Edward
claims to be able to speak with the dead,
or as he calls them, “those who have
passed.” People flock to be part of the
studio audience that he favors with his
talents. Edward has even been able to
attract B-list celebrities to his program,
such as Camie Wilson, Ricki Lake, and
Melissa Gilbert, who attempted to
contact Michael Landon and came across
Victor French as well. (I hereby endorse
Valerie Harper for President of the
Screen Actors Guild, unless she appears
on the show to contact the ghost of Ted
Knight.)
Edward’s key to success is the
technique of “cold reading.” This means
that Edward prods his subject with
random questions, such as “Anybody
here know an Albert?” or “Anyone have
a connection with September?” It is
often easy to get an affirmative
response—there will almost certainly be
someone in a large audience whose name
begins with a suggested letter. If Edward
is not successful, he will often insist that
the person think harder, or move off in a
related direction. If he is able to make a
number of successful hits, his earlier
failures will be forgotten. Often the hits
are pretty vague—when Edward
suggested that one person had a

even relevant? Children are not
present at the school committee
meetings. This is not some evil
right-wing fundamentalist plot to
brainwash children into becom
ing religious. This is an example
of a group of people who realize
that the decisions that they make
are going to impact the lives of
many others (who just so happen
to be children). They want to
make sure that these decisions are
made in the light of “truth, jus
tice and wisdom.” Granted, this
desire could be expressed with
out prayer or without any refer
ence to any divine power, but that
is not what the committee voted
to do.
How often we forget that re
ligious freedom entitles people
to actually practice religion as
well as abstain from it. I un

derstand that the separation of
church and state is important.
I whole-heartedly agree with it.
Just because a school commit
tee wants to say a few vague
lines in reference to a Creator
does not mean that the pope is
going to take over the White
House tomorrow and start boss
ing people around. And this is
not a case of setting a danger
ous new precedent. America
comes fully equipped with a
full-fledged God-conscious
ness that cannot be returned
without destroying its heritage.
Next time you are at a
Woonsocket School Committee
meeting, and you find yourself
horribly offended by a well-in
tended invocation of divine
help, just do yourself a favor
and don’t listen.

to a reality check

gambling problem, this was hailed as a
hit because “when he went into business,
that was a gamble.” The program is also
heavily edited. It has been calculated
that Edward has only a 10-20 percent
accuracy rate. There have also been
accusations that Edward has
eavesdropped on his audience and
otherwise cheated, but those remain
unproved.
In my mind, the most obvious
refutation of Edward’s claims is not his
low success rate or possible dishonesty,
but the contrast between the benevolent
messages delivered by the dead and their
seemingly malicious method of delivering
them. Should it ever be possible for me,
sixty or seventy years from now, to
communicate from “the other side,” I
would hope that my messages would
cause the psychic to exclaim, “It’s a
message from James Kabala!” not, “I’m
getting a J.” This would save a lot of
trouble. Even Edward himself has
compared his communication with the
spirits to a game of charades.
Edward is just the tip of the
pseudoscience iceberg. The number of
commonly-held beliefs that have no
basis in scientific fact is astonishing.
Among the things regarded with
suspicion by true scientists are not only
obvious targets like astrology and
reincarnation, but also subliminal
messages, the theories of Sigmund
Freud, handwriting analysis, the “Mozart
effect” (listening to classical music will
make a baby smarter) and even the
Meyers-Briggs personality test (the one
that labels you as Introvert Sensing
Thinking Judging, Extrovert Intuitive
Feeling Perceiving, etc.). Clearly, we are
adrift in a sea of misinformation.
A question worth asking is, “Where

I talk to dead people'. John Edward, host of Crossing Over
is the Catholic Church in all this
supernatural skepticism?” Well-known
debunkers and skeptics, such as James
Randi (best known for proving Uri
Geller a fraud on The Tonight Show and
for his uncollected million-dollar reward
for anyone who can prove possession of
miraculous powers) concentrate most of
their fire on New Age types like Edward.
Nonetheless, they are generally children
of the Enlightenment who, when asked,
reveal an animosity towards more
mainstream religion as well. Contrary
to their beliefs, however, the Church has
been one of the great proponents of
reason and rational inquiry throughout
history. Often eras in which Christianity
is on the way down are times when
superstition is on the rise. The twentieth
century was clearly such a time, but it
was not the first. There were many great
things about the Renaissance/
Reformation era and many bad things

about the Middle Ages, but it was the
Renaissance/Reformation era, not the
Middle Ages, that was the peak period
for witch burnings.
While discoveries of bleeding statues
of the Virgin Mary, alleged Marian
apparitions, and the notorious case of the
man who saw Mother Teresa in a roll
are played up by the media and mocked
by enemies of the Church, in fact the
Church maintains an attitude of healthy
skepticism toward such phenomena.
There have been only about a dozen
approved apparitions of Mary in history.
Even the famous alleged apparitions at
Medjugorje have been condemned by
local bishops due to inconsistencies and
illogic on the part of the alleged
visionaries. If leaders of the Church spoke
out more often against charlatans like
Edward, the Church’s pro-reason record
would become better known, perhaps to
the benefit of many souls.

Commentary
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Sex forges fresh femme frontiers
by

Sasha Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

Almost every guy I know hates Sex and the City.
Although it attracts a cult-like following among
women, every time I have watched the show with a
guy he has been visibly uncomfortable. While the show
has been revolutionary in opening up once taboo topics
to women, it seems to do almost the opposite for men,
presenting the ironic fact that natural topics like sex
and dating can create such unease and tension between
the sexes.
It must first be said that Sex and the City is not just
about sex. It is the story of four single Manhattan
women trying to find a suitable mate. The lead
character is Carrie Bradshaw, a smart, witty, and stylish
sex columnist. Carrie and her friends gather to discuss
their lives, relationships, and yes, sex. The setting is
not such a new idea, but the way the character
personalities knit together, the incidents they face, and
most importantly, how they talk about things, make
the show so understandable, realistic, and attractive to
women. If the plot is not much different than other
shows, what is it about Sex and the City that makes
some men so uncomfortable?
Sex and the City has been dismissed by some critics
as a “chick show,” but while the main characters are

The show also refutes the ageold idea that women should
have less sex, or that women
should only have one partner.
women, there is not an absence of men in the storyline.
There are, in fact, four reappearing male characters.
Not only do they accurately portray males, but they
are also likeable men who do no injustice to their sex.
In fact, sometimes the male characters seem more
charming than the females. If it is not the characters in
the show that bother so many men, what is it?
Many men have dismissed the explicit and
descriptive dialogue as too raunchy, and question
whether real women talk like that. Some men even
admit to being disgusted at hearing it. While the
dialogue may make some people blush, it is, I think,
what makes the show so revolutionary. In only a few
instances before have we seen a show where women

are totally in the driver’s seat. And
that, I also think, may be
intimidating to some men. It is
undoubtedly a modern feminist
show.
While having likeable male
characters, Sex and the City does
not portray men as the heroes,
instead making Carrie and her
‘girls’ female superheroes. They are
independent, smart, and sexy,
understanding that a woman is not
lost without a man (and is
sometimes better off without one).
On top of that, the girls are trueblue friends, and are not jealous of
each others’ successes. Their real
friendship is a major part of every
episode, a theme lacking in much
of prime time TV.
Women’s bodies have been
talked about in great detail on TV,
and yet there is very little
acceptance of women referring in
the same way to men, a supposedly
unfeminine act. On the contrary,
Carrie and her friends talk freely
about men, describing everything
from their attitudes to their anatomy,
turning the tables on sex and dating.
They dismiss the old concept that
women should be chased and
swooned, putting the women in
charge of their relationships.
The show also refutes the ageold idea that women should have
less sex, or that women should only
The material girls mug for a publicity still.
have one partner. While it is usually
acceptable for men to have lovers, when women do those barriers that keep women in a certain place in
they are called promiscuous. In this show, the society.
Sex and the City is about a modern, more feminine,
characters reject this standard and, as one of the
feminism. It is a sociological look at sexual exploration.
characters states, “have sex like men.”
Is it then some men’s fear that they are the ones Sex and the City presents a lot of issues that women
being objectified and sexualized? While women have have kept quiet about for years. The idea that a woman
dealt with this for ages, it may be shocking for men to cannot be sexy and smart, or sexual and strong, or in a
find themselves on the receiving end. While Carrie relationship and independent at the same time, is totally
and her friends do not feel that they are better than rejected as the characters prove that one woman can,
men, they do not feel weaker or any less worthy of in fact, encompass all those things. While the show
success than men either. Dealing with sexism is a still manages to shock audiences, it has opened a new
continuing theme in the series, as well as breaking down door and brings back a lot of power to women.

One union, and oh-so-many states
-Continued from page 10of government simply because this is
more conducive to our comfortable
lifestyles. It is our duty, in times of both
war and peace, to continually redefine
what it means to be American, and this
means we cannot be complacent.

—Stephanie Pietros ’04

Keeping on eye on the other things
This past year has presented us with two
big issues—the continuing war on terror
ism and the suffering economy. While the
economy is in shambles, the President has
maintained enormously high popularity
due to the unity of America following the
September attacks. Preoccupied with
rooting out evil abroad and catching the
bad guys to make the world safe, we have

forgotten about the economic security of
families in America. With thousands of
people out of work, many feel helpless and
think that there is nothing they can do but
trust and support their leader. While it is
important for Americans to be united in
difficult times, economic conditions con
tinue to divide us, leaving behind many
of the most vulnerable and hard-working
people in the country. President Bush’s

tax cut has proved to the nation that help
ing the rich get richer does not have the
positive effects on the entire country that
the Republicans always claim. In fact it
has only made the poor get poorer, a con
cept well understood to those on the lower
end of the economic scale. The poor and
middle classes do most of the work in this
country and it is time that the leaders of
the nation understand that. Blindly sup
porting leaders who do not do the best jobs
to show patriotism and unity is dangerous
to democracy. —Sasha Gillin ’04

Yelling at the TV
-Continued from page 10it is “our responsibility and our privi
lege to fight freedom’s fight.” He could
not have been more correct. We are the
most powerful nation in the world. We
have strongly-held ideals that are so be
cause we believe that they are true, not
just because they happened to work for
our forefathers at a certain point in time.
We are simply in the right. Now it is time
to act like it —John McHugh ’03
—It was a good but (except for the
closing paragraphs) unspectacular
speech. A few scattershot comments:
The whole “my friend Ted Kennedy”
thing is beginning to get tiresome - it
was cute and funny the first two thou
sand times, but now we get the point.
I could also have done without “Tax
Cuts—The Goldilocks and the Three
Bears Version,” but I am glad that Bush
spoke about controversial things that
he believes in instead of just offering
up wartime consensus. I was glad to
see the two flight attendants who
stopped Richard Reid honored; too bad
the families of the Pittsburgh heroes
were not similarly honored.
—James Kabala ’02
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Radio waves
WDOM
kicks off its
broadcast
semester
with a

concert
Music
Various Artists
Judgment Night Soundtruck

These rap and a variety of rock
collaborations bring together sonic
of the best of both worlds. One
minute your blood is pumping to the
teaming up of Onyx with Biohazard
and the next your mellowing out to
De La Soul and Teenage Fanclub.
This original collaborations leave the
listener with a new sound that
anyone can enjoy.

FRIDAY
NIGHT
LIghTS

featuring
four bands
primed to
ignite the

Below: Veritas Above: JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

college
radio scene.

—by Dan
Devine ’04
Bottom: WDOM Program Director Scott Seseske ’04 and Station Manager
Pete Hanson ’02 work on radio business. Above: Alexis Burges ’04
broadcasts her show on WDOM.

Book
Friday Night Lights
H.G. Bissinger
H.G. Bissinger chronicles the
Odessa (Texas) High School football
team, coaches, and fans, giving the
reader an insider’s look at big time
high school football. But this is not
a football book. Instead, its an honest
summary of how a town, and its
people, invest all of their emotions
on the wins and losses of its tootball
team, and placing too much
emphasis and stress on 17 and 18year-olds. This book was also the
basis for the film Varsity Blues.

Website
www.ohhla.com
Original Hip-Hop Lyrics Archive
Ever wonder what were the lyrics to
Outkasl's "Bombs Over Baghdad' or
what about those old Bone Thugs
songs you tried to sing, never knew
the words? This site has it all.
everything from Jay-Z to rappers you
never knew existed, with special
sections for Top 30 most requested
lyrics, soundtracks, reviews, and the
Rhvmeiator 1.0 where you upload
your own personal rhymes as long
as they are original.

When asked what motivated WDOM, Providence
College’s student operated radio station, to sponsor its first
show of the year, WDOM general manager Peter Hanson ’02
said, “Basically, we had some money in the budget, we hadn’t
put on a show yet, and we just felt like it was time to get
active.”
If all goes well, “active” might be an understatement for
tonight’s rock show at Stuart’s. Long
Island, N.Y.’s The Stryder will headline
the bill, supported by Few and Far
Between, Moment, Overlook, and The
Switch. While all five bands play
energetic, melodic rock music, their
sounds vary greatly.
The Switch emphasizes combustible
garage band guitars and strong lyricism
in their straight-forward songwriting,
crafting resonant three minute bursts of
heart and noise that reach out through your
speaker, shake the cobwebs out of your
skull, and return you from whence you
came, a better and happier person. Taking
a different approach, Few and Far
Between turns down the volume a bit to
allow their more intricate compositions to
flourish underneath singer Joe Phillips’s
acrobatic vocal delivery, offering only one up-tempo number
(fittingly named “The Rocker”) on their self-titled EP,
originally recorded in 1999 and released by Eudora Records.
In sharp contrast, both Moment and The Stryder crank it
up to eleven every time they plug in. Moment, whose album
Songs for the Self-Destructive Hanson called a “staple of
[WDOM’s] first semester rock playlist,” rips through punk
song after pop-inflected punk song with an impressive sense
of urgency (the twelve tracks clock in at a total of twentynine minutes and thirty-eight seconds). Headliners The
Stryder exhibited some versatility on 2000’s Masquerade in
the Key ofCrime, throwing their weight around with driving
punk anthems while at the same time possessing a penchant

for sugary radio-friendly hooks. The Stryder is also the only
band of the five to have had a taste of major label interest,
having come off a series of impressive East Coast tour dates,
including one at Providence’s own Met Cafe.
Despite the growing popularity of punk rock in the
aftermath of bands like Green Day and Blink-182, and the
fact that WDOM has been rallying support for the show, some
students are still hesitant about attending
an event that they feel might be somewhat
exclusive.
“This just sounds like the people at
DOM who like underground music
decided to book some bands that they
like,” one sophomore commented. Most
people in the PC community aren’t going
to be interested in seeing a bunch of bands
they’ve never heard of.”
While some might be quick to classify
the show as “underground,” WDOM
music director Anthony Chu ’03 is quick
to undercut any notions of this concert
catering to indie exclusivity. “We don’t
want to start labeling this a ‘punk show’
or an ‘underground show,’ because those
titles can scare a lot of people away,” he
said. “We want this show to be much more
inclusive, to bring in a lot of different kinds of people.”
“It’s not like we’re trying to be revolutionary or anything.
We just want to put on a show,” added co-music director
Michael Riley ’03.
Hanson shrugged off the contention of exclusivity and
remained optimistic about the event. “People are entitled to
their opinion, but I think this is an opportunity to add something
to the landscape here. If nobody ever took a chance on booking
and seeing unfamiliar bands, nobody would ever be exposed
to anything new. I think we’ve booked a solid show and that
the music will speak for itself.”

WDOM, page 18
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Short All you need is love
Takes
In I Am Sam, director Jessie Nelson brings a classic Beatles
message to a heartwarming family tale

The Mothman
Prophesies

The two best PR things going for
The Mothman Prophecies are 1) the
film is based on true events and 2) no
one really knows what it’s about.
Now that the secret’s out for me, I
must confess it’s hard to believe that
any of it is real.
Richard Gere plays Washington
Post journalist John Klein, whose
wife (Debra Messing) gets them into
a car accident. He remains un
harmed, but his wife claims she saw
something, and draws weird pictures
with words. Two years after her
death, Gere comes upon Point Pleas
ant, West Virginia, where strange
things have been happening recently.
When Gere compares notes, the phe
nomena the townspeople are witness
ing are very similar to what his wife
spoke of and drew.
Is it scary? A touch. It resembles
What Lies Beneath in both the sus
pense level and the lag time. Basi
cally, you have to sit patiently for a
long time before you jump in your
seat. The freakiest aspect, again, is
that it is based on true events. Gere
was impressive, for once playing a
man who doesn’t have all the answers, but all other acting was just
on par. The mysterious camera tricks
implemented by director Mark
Pellington added to the creepiness.
However, there is one jarring ques
tion left unresolved: If the phenom
enon of the Mothman is true, why is
it that no one has ever heard of it?
Bottom Line: Wait until video, but
watch it in the dark.
GRADE: B
—by Erin Keller '02

Mulholland Drive
David Lynch’s Mulholland Drive
is, on the surface, a film noir about
an ingenue, Betty (Naomi Watts),
who goes to Hollywood to try her
luck. Betty settles in her traveling
aunt’s apartment, where she finds an
amnesiac, Rita (Laura Harring),
squatting with fear in her eyes and a
bag full of money.
In their search to find Rita’s true
identity, the team comes across a dead
body, tough-talking detectives, an
evil director (who bears a striking
resemblance to P.T. Anderson), an
embodiment-of-evil hobo, and a
wacko landlady.
To talk about Mulholland Drive as
a detective movie does a discredit to
the eerie, nightmarish quality of the
film. Lynch makes use of completely
non-linear structure, and a shift into
a total different world about threequarters of the way into the film,
where the same actors play different,
but similar characters, in a different,
but similar world.
In short, Mulholland Drive is a
brilliant, scary film that represents a
filmed nightmare of an existentialist
about the afterlife using JudeoChristian symbolism, in the
framework of an unsolvable mystery.
Enjoy.
GRADE: A—by Mark M. Balas '03

by

Dave Quinn ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

“I do not like Green Eggs and Ham.
I do not like them, Sam I am.”
From that popular Dr. Seuss line
comes the title to the newest heartbreaker
I Am Sam. The film from writer/director
Jessie Nelson tackles many sensitive
subjects and succeeds (most of the time)
at walking that fine line between sappy

I Am Sam
Directed by Jessie Nelson
Providence Place

and sincere. It is the outstanding
performances that save this picture,
however, touching the heart and
reminding us that sometimes, all you
need is love.
The story concerns the legal and
emotional struggles of mentally
challenged Sam (Sean Penn) to retain
custody of his seven-year-old daughter,
Lucy (Dakota Fanning). Sam winds up
as primary caregiver after his one-night
stand abandons him with the child.
Naming her for his favorite Beatles song,
“Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds,” Lucy
is fine and until she turns seven (Sam’s
own mental age). Lucy’s intellectual
capabilities are now more progressive
than her father, so in steps Child
Services, and out steps Lucy. Straight
out of the yellow pages comes highpowered, high-priced, and high-strung
attorney, Rita (Michelle Pfeiffer), the
lawyer that never loses and takes on
Sam’s case. Why a successful lawyer is
advertising in the yellow pages I don’t
know, but Rita decides to take on Sam’s
case pro bono. The rest of the picture is
a fight for the family, involving a plot
mix of soap, harmless comedy, sincere
social problems, and contrived
courtroom drama, all the while
questioning what makes a good parent.
That’s not an easy answer to come
to. Nelson and her co-writer Kristine
Johnson pack the picture with “normal”
parents who are bad parents to show us
that normality is no assurance of
suitability. There’s a classmate of
Lucy’s with an overbearing father whose
interest is purely self-reflective, a
psychiatrist whose testimony is refuted
by her son’s drug problems, and even
Rita herself, whose relationship with her
son is dwindling due to work.
Rita is the main example of the group.
Early in the picture, she argues that
sometimes there are moments as parents,
the choices are overbearing, and we feel
retarded, regardless of our mental
abilities. Halfway through, Rita actually
listens to her own advice. She realizes
she’s made mistakes—she’s in a
destructive relationship and she’s
responsible. Sam and Rita are polar
opposites. Sam may have the mind of a
seven year old, but he also has all the
patience, self-denial and parental
compassion Rita (and many parents)
initially lacks.
In order to get this, you need to stick
with Sam. It’s the type of movie where
anyone who resorts to logic is the enemy
—someone who can’t feel. Is Sam
capable of raising a child? Reasonably,
the answer is no. Sam doesn’t have the
furnishings, income, or mental ability to
deal with raising a child alone. Still, Sam
makes you believe that he can. The
movie does a good job at keeping us on
his team.
That is a testament to the film’s
actors. Sean Penn keeps us on Sam’s
side by really capturing the physical
qualities of the role. He has the speech,
the gestures, and the struggle. He
captures a frank honesty and selflessness
that turns his relationship with Lucy into

Sappy Road-. Sean Penn and Michelle Pfeiffer star in 1 Am Sam.

something moving and radiant. Pfeiffer
not only looks great, but also wonderfully
turns a stereotypical role into something
relevant. Her actorial instincts push
though, as we can see her wall collapse
as the movie progresses. The shinning
Dakota Fanning brings little Lucy to life,
adding true emotion and heart to an
already talented cast. Together, all three
actors carry the picture and have strong
chemistry together.
Supporting cast memebers are
brought up by leads Penn, Pfeiffer, and
Fanning. Dianne Wiest, who plays Sam’s
agoraphobic neighbor, helps raise Lucy
in her youth and brings sympathy and
intelligence to the role. Laura Dern
brings the emotion across as Lucy’s
foster mother who can provide the
perfect family for Lucy, but can’t give
her the loving relationship she has with
Sam.
Even the all-Beatles soundtrack—
nine covers by artists ranging from Sarah
McLachlan to Eddie Vedder to Howie
Day—adds sentiment and clarity,

striking universal chords in the storyline.
There’s also liveliness in Nelson’s
handheld camerawork directional style.
She relies strongly on her actors and
succeeds in pushing their performances
to the front. One thing that did bother
me, though, was the large amount of
product placement. Starbucks, Target,
IHOP, Bob’s Big Boy, Pizza Hut, Razor
Scooters, and other products make
appearances in the picture. It gets
tiresome and overdone; Nelson relies too
much on the corporate sponsorship.
I Am Sam is a mixed bag. Sometimes
annoying, sometimes deeply moving, it’s
an often formula-ridden tearjerker that
nevertheless draws honest tears. The
movie stresses that the bond between
parent and child, no matter how
beleaguered, is essential and
overpowering. In the end, we have no
choice but to capitulate to the feeling,
and grab a tissue.

GRADE: B+

Bonanza Bns Lines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8 daily roundtrips Providence to New York City
18 daily roundtrips Providence to Boston
12 daily roundtrips to Logan
4 daily roundtrips Newport, Fall River to Boston
4 daily roundtrips Providence to Hartford/NYC
2 daily roundtrips Providence to Springfield/Albany
6 daily roundtrips Providence to Cape Cod

For information, schedules and fares:

Call 1-888-751-8800
or log on to
www.bonanzabus.com
15% college student discount on tickets to NYC purchased in R1
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Gosford Lark

Robert Altman’s chatty dialogue couples with a Masterpiece Theatre-like
British murder mystery in the Nashville director’s lates mosaic.

by Adrienne

Larsen-Silva ’02

Movie
Times
Starting 2/1

Asst. A&E Editor

In 1932, Europe had recovered from
the First World War, and was unaware
of the second one soon to come. Enter
the idle rich of the English countryside,
complete with personal servants and
valets and endowed with the shallow,
hedonistic attitudes that nothing horrific
could ever interrupt their self-absorbed
world again. Thus we have the setting
for Gosford Park, a dry, witty, British
comedy that recently gained Robert
Altman the Golden Globe for Best

Avon Cinema
260 Thayer St. Providence, RI 4210020
In the Bedroom: Evenings at 7:00 &
9:40; Mon: 9:40; Sat & Sun: 1:00,
3:40
Porn Star: Fri and Sat: Midnight

Mulholland Drive: Sat: 12:00,2:45,
5:45, 8:45; Sun-Fri: 5:45, 8:45
Kate and Leopold: Sat: 3:45, 9:30;
Sun-Fri: 9:30
Vanilla Sky: Sat: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00,
9:00; Sun-Fri: 6:00, 9:00
Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sat:
midnight (with live cast)

Gosford Park
Directed by Robert Altman
Providence Place

Direction and two Golden Globe
nominations for supporting actresses
Helen Mirren and Maggie Smith.
The plot revolves around a group of
wealthy English guests that have
descended upon Sir William McCordle’s
(Michael Gambon) estate to hunt
pheasant, smoke, and gossip/snipe
among themselves. Additionally, the
story includes a look into the lives of the
servants of the house and their
interaction with the guests’ servants and
valets. In Clue-hke fashion, Sir William
is murdered one evening after a blowout
at the dinner table, and naturally,
everyone becomes suspect.
The murder is not the overriding plot
driver however; the entire movie consists
of a collection of subplots that develop
among and between both social groups,
some of which eventually provide the
key to the murder. In short, Park is a
snapshot of perhaps three or four days
in the lives of these people. Not
everything is resolved at the end, but you
never really expect it to be, considering
the number of side-dramas that take
place.
In fact, the number of subplots makes
the film rather complicated and difficult
to figure out at first. There are at least
20 characters that one has to keep
straight as the film opens, and trying to
establish everyone’s relationship to each
other is tricky, and requires one’s full
attention. Then there is the matter of the
accents. High society English accents
are easy enough to understand, but one
has to strain a bit to catch the nuances of
the Cockney and other dialects,
particularly when the characters are
speaking quickly. Most of the various
subplots do intertwine to a point, but
some are simply mentioned a few times,
then dropped, and their importance to the
film overall is rather vague.
Director Robert Altman did an
impressive job of allowing a number of
characters to develop into individual,
three-dimensional
personalities,
characters that wouldn’t necessarily have
been more than background figures in
other films.
Additionally, the
juxtaposition of scenes in the film is well
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done, with Altman managing to juggle
the various subplots pretty evenly.
One thing that did appear
anachronistic though was the rather
frequent use of the “f ’ word. In wealthy
1930’s England, it seems a little out of
place for that word to be so readily
accepted in everyday conversation,
especially in front of the ladies. It is
possible that the meaning has changed
over the years, or was not considered
particularly vulgar in English culture, but
nevertheless, it does not seem to fit with
the setting and characters of the film
overall.
Solid acting showcased a consistent
atmosphere of smugness among the rich
and a resigned determination to serve
well among those laboring for them.
Maggie Smith’s performance as a
snobbish countess was deserving of her
nomination, as she dryly dropped many
amusingly sarcastic one-liners. At the
same time, Smith managed to convey a
sincere fondness for her innocent and
loyal maid, Mary (Kelly McDonald).
This capacity to truly care about another
was a detail that, interestingly enough,
remained undeveloped in most of the
other wealthy characters.
Helen Mirren’s nomination is also
deserved, as she convincingly played a
housekeeper whose past haunts and
ultimately confronts her, but with much
less screen time than Smith has. This is
a perfect example of the intense
character development within a
relatively small amount of time that

Altman used to make more of the
“background” roles real. Additionally,
Kristin Scott Thomas was wonderfully
shallow as Lady Sylvia McCordle, Sir
William’s unfaithful and blase wife.
One character whose development
was a disappointment was that of Ryan
Phillippe, who played an American actor
posing as a valet in order to prepare for
an onscreen role. His role was a bit flat,
which was a letdown because the film
starts out with so much interesting
potential for him.
Despite a few small faults, Gosford
Park is nevertheless a treat to watch. The
stories are interesting and the characters
are marvelously acted as mysterious and
often obnoxiously delightful twits. See
it with a close friend who’s not afraid to
be a little silly, since you’ll feel
overwhelmingly compelled to speak
with a British accent upon leaving the
theatre.
GRADE: B+

Providence Place
Francis Street, Providence, 270-4646
Birthday Girl: 11;35, 1:55, 4:20,
7:25, 9:45, 11:55; Sun-Thurs: no
11:55 show
Slackers: 12:35, 2:40, 4:50, 7:40,
10:00, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05
show
I Am Sam: 12:40, 3:35, 6:55, 9:55
A Walk to Remember: 11:30, 2:10,
4:30,7:15,9:50,12:00; Sun-Thurs: no
12:00 show
The Count of Monte Cristo: 12:00,
3:15, 6:45, 10:15
The Mothman Prophecies: 12:30,
3:50,7:00,9:30,11:50; Sun-Thurs: no
11:50 show
Kung Pow: Enter the Fist: 11:25,
2:00, 4:05, 7:30, 9:40, 11:40; SunThurs; no 11:40 show
Brotherhood of the Wolf: 11:55,
2:55, 6:35, 9:25
Black Hawk Down: 12:15, 3:20,
6:50, 9:55
Snow Dogs: 11:35, 2:05, 4:35, 7:10,
9:35, 11:45; Sun-Thurs: no 11:45
show
Orange County: 12:25, 2:35, 4:45,
6:50, 9:10, 11:20; Sun-Thurs: no
11:20 show
Gosford Park: 11:40, 2:45, 6:15,
9:20
The Royal Tenenbaums: 12:50,
4:25, 7:05, 10:05
A Beautiful Mind: 12:10,3:20,6:40,
9:35
Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius: 12:20,
2:15, 4:15
The Lord of the Rings: 11:50, 3:25,
7:20, 10:50; Sun-Thurs: no 10:50
show
Ocean’s Eleven: 6:20, 9:05, 11:30;
Sun-Thurs: no 11:30 show
Showcase Seekonk, Rt. 6
800 Fall River Ave, Seekonk, Mass.,
(508) 336-6020
—compiled by Dave Quinn ’04

LAST CHANCE FOR SENIOR PORTRAITS!!’

Sign up at www.mcgrathstudios.com

PASSWORD: pc2
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the Bottom
Line
________________________________ By Erin Keller 02

What I really wanna
do is direct...

Songstress-cum-actor Mandy Moore is one of a slew of pop stars gracing the
silver screen; Moore in A Walk to Remember.
Models want to be actors. Actors
want to be singers. And everyone wants
to direct. This occupation switching is
nothing new to the entertainment indus
try, and has even produced some benefi
cial performances. But this year, the line
between actor and singer is very, very
blurred.
Musicians slated to appear in films
this year include Britney Spears (Cross
roads'), Mandy Moore (A Walk to Re
member), Beyonce Knowles (the latest
Austin Powers flick), Mariah Carey
(Wise Girls), and Sean “Puffy” Combs
(Monster's Ball). The late Aaliyah was
scheduled to appear in The Matrix Parts
II and III before her death. And even
though they are rumored to just be ex
tras, ‘NSYNC has scored a part in the
new Star Wars movie.
There are some who have made the
transition quite well. Mark Wahlberg,
Will Smith, Cher, and Madonna have had
movies that met with financial and criti
cal success. However, many who have
attempted to try their hand at the acting
thing have turned in forgettable, if not
poor performances. Songstresses
Whitney Houston and Janet Jackson,
rappers Method Man and RedMan (How
High), and even singers of past genera
tions like Bob Dylan, and Frank Sinatra
have had some very poor film perfor
mances.
And yet, why should they necessar
ily be good actors? Singing and acting
are completely different crafts. They
both require good diction and vocals, but
differences abound, and a mastery of one
doesn’t necessarily mean excellence in
the other. Yes, singers have to perform
at times for music videos, awards shows,
and concerts. But they are essentially
playing themselves, not a character. And
yes, musicians are used to the pressure,
the dedication, and the hectic schedules
that all performers must at some time
withstand. But that doesn’t make them
talented.
So why are they in so many movies?
Primarily for star power. It wouldn’t be

the first time the industry used a big
name to draw in audiences. In the past
it has proven to be a powerful market
ing tool - many will show up just to see
how the musician fares in the acting
genre. (Honestly, how many people are
seeing Crossroads for the artistic value?
This could have been a story about a girl
who helps kittens find good homes; put
Britney on the marquee and you will sell
tickets.) Secondly, sometimes the char
acters music artists have to portray are
not a huge stretch from their very lives.
In Glitter, Mariah Carey plays a woman
trying to make it big in the music indus
try.
Sound anything like Mark
Wahlberg’s Rock Star? Or The Body
guard?. Or Crossroads? If the movie is
going to be about a singer, why not just
kill two birds with one stone and cast a
singer?
Finally, there is a lot of money in
soundtracks these days. Most movies
that feature musicians as their stars get
at least three new songs by the featured
artist. Usually these songs are exclusive
to the movie, an added bonus for the
project. A Walk to Remember, Glitter,
and Crossroads benefited from this
practice. The song “I Will Always Love
You” made the soundtrack for The Body
guard more fiscally successful than the
movie itself.
So hiring singers in the place of the
actors is financially profitable, but is it
right? Acting is a specific trade which
requires things that singing does not.
Actors train for projects in their trade.
Shouldn’t the roles go to the most quali
fied? It used to be the big names in act
ing going head to head for roles. Now
aspiring actors are facing a new breed
of competition composed of people that
are not even actors. There is an argu
ment to be made for diversity and multi
talented people who have a gift for both
acting and singing - they do deserve a
chance. But giving roles to the name
instead of the talent is quickly becom
ing a recipe for forgettable films. Just
look at the rush to make Glitter II.

www.thecowl.com
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of the Town
With Alexandra Silveira ’02

Joe Marzilli’s Old Canteen
120 Atwells Ave.
751-5544
A personal favorite of many Rhode
Island natives and other visiting New
Englanders is Mr. Joe Marzili’s Old
Canteen at the end of Federal Hill.
Drawn to the restaurant by gaudily
flashing light bulbs on its sign, people
enter to find a place they love and
recommend. However, despite an
overwhelming enthusiasm for this
traditional Italian restaurant, not a single
patron is able to specify its endearing
element.
Perhaps the secret lies within its
interior design, with walls painted a
pretty Pepto Bismol pink complemented
by brass framed mirrors and lights. The
pink motif is carried through with floral
curtains and fresh flowers on the tables,
calling to mind a grandmother’s sitting
room. The small and thoroughly
crowded space manages to give every
customer a window view, while still
allowing for the minimal amount of
elbow room. Separate from the main
dining area is a small bar/coat room,
where a smiling attendant efficiently
whisks away your outerwear.
The food offers a whole other variety
of attractions. The menu offers a large
selection of appetizers and main dishes
including pastas, veal, chicken, steak,
pork, lamb, and a variety of seafood.
Most of the heartily portioned entrees are
reasonably priced in the range of $10$20, while appetizers range from around
$5-$ 15. As part of their entree offerings,
there is the option of a seven-course meal
including bread and butter, antipasto, a
choice of soup, entree, dessert, and
coffee.
For starters, there is the old time
favorite, calamari. The Old Canteen’s
calamari is excellent, with perfectly done
squid rings that are well battered and
fried. The hot peppers that are served

over the calamari are especially piquant
livening up the otherwise mild flavor of
squid.
To follow there are various soups,
including the daily option of minestrone.
With an assortment of vegetables such
as beans and cabbage, the minestrone is
a hearty and tasty soup sure to appeal to
almost anyone. In contrast, the heavily
tomato influenced lentil soup is overly
acidic and pasty rather than thick,
making it a less popular choice.
A good choice from the varied entree
offerings is that of the steak a la mama,
a steak topped with crushed garlic and
garlic/oil sauce served with a choice of
vegetables or pasta.
Although
wonderfully flavorful and done to order,
the garlic/oil sauce does begin to weigh
heavily after a time. Another choice is
the chef’s special shrimp cooked in a
plum tomato and basil sauce and served
with cappellini. While the shrimp are
large and plentiful, this experience also
found them overdone, with an unpleasant
and long lingering aftertaste. The plum
tomato and basil sauce is, however,
pleasantly thick, and a good combination
of classic Italian ingredients.
After a large meal perhaps one of the
most satisfyingly simple desserts is ice
cream. Such is the case with spumoni, a
mix of mocha, pistachio, and cherry ice
cream, which is refreshing and delicious.
While the food and interior may not
be the best, there is nevertheless
something about the Old Canteen that
makes it feel homey and good. Perhaps
it’s the plethora of people out for their
birthdays or the intimate dining settings.
Whatever the case, the Old Canteen will
remain the personal favorite of many and
a good time for most.

GRADE: B-

WDOM hosts alternative
showcase at Stuart’s
-Continued from page 15Many would argue that WDOM’s booking of unsigned bands is completely in
keeping with college radio’s status as an avenue for music that falls beneath the
radar of the major record labels. After all, free-format college radio was responsible
for bringing many of the late 20lh century’s most dissonant sounds - particularly
those of punk rock, hardcore metal, and socially conscious hip-hop - to America’s
youth via the not-so-powerful airwaves transmitted from student centers and
dormitories across the country.
“I think it’s great that DOM’s putting on a show like that,” said one junior.
“There’s a sizable population on the PC campus who don’t really feel spoken to by
Vertical Horizon and Pat McGee, and DOM’s the only outlet for people who aren’t
interested in going to concerts like that. The fact that they’re doing anything is
pretty cool.”
WDOM program manager Scott Seseske ’04 recognized the difficulty inherent
in taking a gamble with the first show of the year. “With this show, WDOM is
definitely trying to reach out to a broader audience, but at the same time we don’t
want to alienate our current listeners. We feel that [the show] has something for
everyone, from kids who like Top 40 rock to people who listen to like punk and
metal. Hopefully, by putting on this show, we can add to our audience and still
remain credible with our established one.”
Whether or not the PC community will respond positively to this outside element
being introduced into its midst remains to be seen. At this point, Riley and the rest
of DOM staff are just happy that the show is happening at all. “It feels good to
know that you’re exposing some good bands to a place where a lot of people probably
don’t know who they are,” he said. “If people who have never heard of The Stryder
or any of the other bands come down and wind up liking a few songs or a different
sound, then the show’s a success.”
“If nothing else,” adds Riley with a smile, “at least it’s something cool to do on
a Thursday night.”
The show will be held at Stuart’s, with the first band starting at 7 PM. The cost
is $1 with valid PC ID, $5 without.
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Music
Urban Elements
Keepin’ it on wax Note
by

Dave Mayo ’02

A&E Staff
“We taking it back to the true essence of
hip-hop...the Battle” -Jay-Z
Battle of the Beats: When two rap
pers square off lyrically face to face or
on the wheels of steel (turntables), it is a
battle of wits and poetry, with each op
ponent throwing verbal jabs back and
forth until one finally quits and gives
props where it is due - or the audience
announces a victory.
I still have the picture in my head:
the basement is dark except for one red
light, there are about six people stand
ing in a circle. D.J. was kicking the bboy beats from the middle so that all
could hear, while Frank (aka
“Doughboy”) was battling Jamaal (aka
“Jeru the Damaja”). Both men fired
rhymes while I listened in awe. No, I
wasn’t partaking at the time - I was a
young’n compared to everyone else.
Sure they were just some older kids from
my neighborhood, but it was an event I
would never forget. I watched them cre
ate verses off the top of their heads,
freestyling at its finest, and I watched
the crowd wait for the next joke to be
rhymed so that they could “Ooooo” in
admiration.
With so much talk lately in the in
dustry about beef between rap stars JayZ and Nas, I’ve decided to take the time
to reflect on the emcee battles that our
generation has been graced with. I was
too young to understand the battles of
KRS-One and MC Shan of the ’80’s, so
my first recollection of a battle had to
be between Dr. Dre and Snoop knock
ing Easy-E and Luther Campbell. Who
could forget the “Dre Day” video with
both Easy and Luther having characters
parading around as complete fools?
Easy attacked back, but at the time Dre
was on the rise and there was no stop
ping him.
The rest of the 90’s was filled with
the East Coast: Bad Boy Records versus
West Coast Death Row Entertainment.
In many opinions, this wasn’t even a
battle. As rappers like TuPac, Snoop, and
the Dogg Pound threw a number of verses
knocking the East Coast rappers, Biggie
and Puff never retaliated. However, this
was more of a war of words and personal
feelings outside of the music battle, and
isn’t classified as “true” battle.

Starsailor
Love Is Here
Capitol Records

Those were the days'. A buddy-buddy Jay-Z and Nas before
their battle of wax.
Up next was the unforgettable LL
Cool J squaring off against the unknown
challenger Canibus. This was the clas
sic example of the new kid coming into
the yard and going right toward the big
gest kid. Canibus came onto the scene
right off of LL’s hit “4,3,2,1” and quickly
attacked the self-proclaimed “Greatest of
All Time” with his “2nd Round Knock
out.” I’ll admit I hopped on the band
wagon quickly, loving Canibus’s style,
yet my admiration, along with this battle,
ended quickly when LL threw down
“The Ripper Strikes Back,” ending both
the battle and Canibus’s career.
Late in the 90’s was the battle for
Queens, as a number of both large and
small names went after each other hop
ing to be left standing with the crown.
Nas, Mobb Deep, Tragedy, Nature,
Cormega, Capone, and Noreaga all grew
up in the same housing projects, but that
doesn’t mean much when claiming reign
to the throne. Each rhymed against the
others, much of which couldn’t have
been heard on the radio due to its con
tent. This is one battle that still has no
winner, but with his latest release, Nas
seems to be holding it down for now.
What about the millennium?
Eminem has had his share of attacks, the

latest from former House of Pain cohort
Everlast. Though it hasn’t had much
publicity, this war continues to wage.
Being one of the best, The Roc-A-Fella
Family (Jay-Z, Beanie Siegel, and Mem
phis Bleek) has been the focus of a num
ber of attacks by Nas, Mobb Deep, and
the Lox, to name a few. Where it goes
from here only time and the fans will tell.
What was the point of all of these
battles? Well, when hip-hop wasn’t the
mainstream sound that it is today, artists
had to rely on the battle to get their names
out there. If you wanted to become fa
mous, then you went after the better
rhymers on the block. Even today people
are talking about how DMX or members
of the Wu used to rip it up at house par
ties, just rhyming back and forth. It’s a
sure-fire way of making a name for your
self, as well as proving you can hang
with the best of them.
So who wins? When all is said and
done it’s the one left standing that can
be crowned the victorious. For every LL
Cool J there is a Canibus out there who
was dissed into obscurity. Yet when the
battle is at its high point, it hones the
skills of both artists and brings out their
best. When that happens, everyone
seems to make good, especially the fans.

Can you
tell the
difference
between
these two
men?
Think you can write about it?
Help explain these men to others: apply to write
next year’s Urban Elements column.
Pick up an application in 104A Slavin, or come to The Cowl info
session—Tuesday, February 5, 2002 in the Slavin soft lounge.
Tell ’em Suge sent ya.

“Coming Down,” the last song on
Love Is Here, the debut LP from Brit
pop flavor of the month Starsailor, is
a pretty decent yet completely
nondescript three-minute acoustic
track followed by ten minutes of dead
air and thirty seconds of Gregorian
chant-style harmonizing and laughter.
That’s pretty much exactly what Love
Is Here turns out to be; a bunch of
refried guitar and vocal jams, a whole
lot of empty space, and some
uncomfortable hemming and hawing.
Over the last three or four years the actual beginning of the trend is
debatable, but a pretty safe jumping
off point is the 1999 release of
Travis’s The Man Who — a host of
British bands have discovered a
formula for guaranteed critical and
commercial success: take the
stripped-down depth of The Bends
(minus its challenging soul), mix it
with Jeff Buckley’s vocal sound
(minus his incredible range), and stir
until young British girls and old
American critics swoon in record
numbers. What Travis started, bands
like Embrace, JJ72, and Doves have
continued, with Starsailor being just
the most recent in a long line of
copycats. Now, while this formula
sometimes bears good fruit, more
often than not it chums out records
that sound watered down and weak.
Such is the case with Love Is Here.
It’s not necessarily bad; it’s just not
nearly as good as its influences.
Love Is Here is a paint-bynumbers modem Brit-pop album, full
of romanticism, sadness and soaring
vocals, and devoid of personality.
Led by singer/guitarist James Walsh,
Starsailor regurgitates a series of
cliches, both musical and lyrical, on
their way to nowhere in particular
(here’s a tip for all you fake poets out
there: when all songs are attributed
as collectively written by the band,
nobody can blame you for a line like,
“One good day of the weekend, and
I’ll be up again / one good day of the
week, and I’ll be higher than the
government”). The songs are catchy,
the instrumentation is fine, and
Walsh’s unnerving Buckley-esque
vocals are adequate, but this record
just doesn’t pop. There’s nothing
about Love Is Here that makes it stand
apart from the crowd; it lacks the
urgency of The Bends, the sheer
power of Buckley’s Grace, the raw
skill of Coldplay’s Parachutes or the
experimentation of Sigur Ros’s
Agaetis Byrjun. It’s not bad music to
leave on while you’re studying or
brushing your teeth, but if you’re
looking for an album with something
more to say than, “Wipe the makeup
from your face / tie your hair and
gently fall from grace,” you’d do well
to leave Love Is Here alone.

GRADE: C
—by Dan Devine '04
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19 Things to do off campus
Fine Arts
In the High Himalayas: Textilesfrom
Bhutan (through 2/1), RISD Museum
of Art (call for times)
Specimens - by V. Sheri Willis (1/182/18), Corridor Gallery, Fine Arts
Center Galleries, URI (call for times)
You are I and I am You - photography
by Jo Yarrington (1/24-3/6),
Photography Gallery, Fine Arts
Center Galleries, URI (call for times)
Imprints, Punctures, and Other
Pointed Maneuverings (1/28-3/8),
Main Gallery, Fine Arts Center
Galleries, URI (call for times)

Music
Foxtrot Zulu (2/1), Lupo’s, 10 PM
A Cappella Fest (2/1), Moses Brown
School Alumni Hall, 7 PM
Bombay Jim and the Swinging
Sapphires (2/1-2/2), Sal’s Swing
Club, 8 PM-1 AM
Das Efx (2/2), Lupo’s, 10 PM
Aaron Carter (2/4), Dunkin’ Donuts
Center, 6:30 PM
Bo Diddley (2/8), Lupo's, 9 PM
Black 47 (2/8), Met Cafe, 9:30 PM

Theatre
Annie Get Your Gun (1/29-2/3),
PPAC (call for times)
Another American: Asking and
Telling (through 2/10), Trinity
Repertory Theatre (call for times)
True West (2/7-3/9), Sandra
Feinstein-Gamm Theatre (call for
times)

Murder on Us Dinner Theatre
presents “Survivor: The Mystery”
(through 2/23), The Barnsider (call for
times)
Cityside Skatepark Providence,
Dunkin’ Donuts Center (call for
schedule)
Improv Jones, Perishable Theatre,
every Thursday and Saturday at 10
PM
Addresses and Phone Numbers
Barnsider, 375 South Main Street,
245-5850
Blithewold Mansion, Garden and
Arboretum, 101 Ferry Road, Bristol,
253-2707
Dunkin’ Donuts Center, One La Salle
Square, 273-5000
Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Street, 2725876
Met Cafe, 130 Union Street, 861-2142
Moses Brown School Alumni Hall,
250 Lloyd Avenue, 831-7350
Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire Street,
331-2695
PPAC, 220 Weybosset Street, 4212787
RISD Museum of Art, 224 Benefit
Street, 454-6500
Sai’s Swing Club, 200 George
Waterman Street, Johnston, 965-0849
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre, 31
Elbow Street, 831-2919
Trinity Repertory Company, 201
Washington Street, 351-4242
URI Fine Arts Center, 105 Upper
College Road, Kingston, 874-2775

Providence Bruins vs. Worcester Ice
Cats (2/1), Dunkin’ Donuts Center,
7:05 PM
Potted Topiaries Workshop (2/9),
Blithewold Mansion, Garden and
Arboretum, 10-12 PM

Check it Out
What’s new at Phillips Memorial
Library
A Dream Realized: St. Dominic
Chapel at Providence College

Young adult Catholics: religion in the
culture of choice
Dean R. Hoge
Propaganda and the public mind:
conversations with Noam Chomsky
David Barsamian and Noam
Chomsky

Nietzsche: a philosophical biography
/ Rudiger Safranski
Hungering for America: Italian,
Irish, and Jewish foodways in the age
of migration / Hasia R. Diner

America’s undeclared war: what’s
killing our cities and how to stop it
Daniel Lazare

Going shopping: consumer choices
and community consequences
Ann Satterthwaite

Down 42nd Street: sex, money, cul
ture, andpolitics at the crossroads of
the world / Marc Eliot
The future of ideas: the fate of the
commons in a connected world /
Lawrence Lessig

Etc

—compiled by Adrienne LarsenSilva '02
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Stupidity / Avital Ronell
The evening ofthe world: a romance
of the dark ages
Allan Massie

For more information contact Leslie
Lanzieri, ext. 1994,
llanzier@providence.edu or
Ann Sullivan, ext. 1908,
asullivan@providence.edu
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This is the watch Stephen Hollingshead. Jr. was

wearing when he encountered a drunk driver.
Time of death 6:55pm.

Phoio by Michael Mazzet*

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.

the
cowl
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Best She Ever Had
by

Tracy Kennedy ’02

Portfolio Staff

Lancaster University, Class of
1997, Five-year Reunion. Saturday,
lune 1, 2002 at 6 p.m. Please RSVP
o later than May 1, 2002. Guests
welcome.

The invitation glared at Charlotte
from her kitchen table. Was it really
possible that five years had passed so
quickly? Could she really be that old
already? She had been living her loft
apartment overlooking the park for
four years, working long hours every
day and quickly climbing the
proverbial corporate ladder. She had
become so busy that she simply had
lost touch with every single one of her
college friends. She just figured that
life goes on and that’s how it happens.
Every morning, she arose around
8:30 a.m., practiced yoga for a halfhour, ate a small breakfast, showered
and left for the office. Every evening
she returned from the gym and had
dinner in the company of the Friends
cast and checked her nearly-always
empty email and fell asleep in front of
the ten o’clock news. Not quite the
life she expected as a swinging single
at the ripe old age of 27.
This was absolutely not the way
that Charlotte had envisioned her life
as she crossed the makeshift stage on
the football field. She had been ready
to change the world. Feeling like she
could take on any challenge, she took a
volunteer, low-paying position with

Americorps. That lasted only about a
summer for her, because she realized
that she needed to start earning some
money to begin to pay back her student
loans. After that, the rest was history.
She got all caught up in the
competition within the company and
let it take her total focus and attention.
As she sat in front of the television
for another night, with her Lean
Cuisine, Charlotte thought back to her
last year of college. Life had been so
easy then. She lived in a great old
house on the east side of town with
who could easily be defined as the six
most fantastic girls to ever grace the
campus of Lancaster University.
Before they all drove their separate
ways that May afternoon, they
promised to always stay in touch, to
never forget each other. It wasn’t as if
Charlotte had forgotten any of them.
Whenever she heard a techno song on
the radio she thought of dancing on the
platforms of Club 54 downtown with
Nikki and Simone. Every
Thanksgiving, she remembered how
they would all cook a great big dinner
in their apartment and invite all their
friends over. Her mind equated Tarot
cards automatically with Mia and their
late night sessions, begging an answer
over the last guy to break their hearts.
Then there were the “Who Needs
Stupid Men?” nights with Anna,
pedicures, really cheap wine, and
dancing to loud music until the
neighbors complained. Leigh was still
her only true Irish comrade and she
never saw a Ryan Phillippe movie
without remembering Jillian’s utter

Googol + One
THE EVOLUTION OF MAN

•I-

devotion to him. For Charlotte, these
girls were hardly out of her memory,
but she just didn’t seem to have time to
get in touch with them.
Flipping through her photo album,
she began to imagine what each of
them was doing at that moment. Were
they still in contact with each other?
Had they followed their dreams or did
they succumb to the corporate struggle
as she had? Certainly, they were still
the same true blue girls she had left
five long years ago.
Without a doubt, Mia would be
close to finishing her graduate studies
in Biochemistry this year. For as long
as Charlotte had known Mia, she had
been determined to accomplish her

by John Philpott ’02

goals. There is no way that anyone or
anything had derailed that power train.
Charlotte pictured Mia, the Tarot
Queen, blasting the Indigo Girls,
running around in her lab coat.
With Jillian, on the other hand, it
was really hard to tell. Graduating
with a double degree in Philosophy
and Journalism, Jillian hadn’t been
sure where she would be heading. The
last time Charlotte had spoken to her,
Jillian was interviewing for an editorial
position at an up-and-coming women’s
magazine that was trying to do

Best She Ever Had,
page 24
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To Fold or Not To Fold?
The Issue ofLaundry Room
Etiquette
by

Leslie Heller ’02

Portfolio Staff

The addition of a laundry fee onto our
tuition bill has definitely been added
incentive for me to fill my hamper this
school year. No longer do we PC
students have to scrounge around our
coat pockets or slide our hands under the
couch cushions; quarters for laundry are
a thing of the past. I am not the only
student who has been recently hit by the
laundry bug. The concept of cleaning
our clothes for “free” has increased
traffic in laundry rooms across campus.
This leads me to an important issue I
would like to address with the reader:
proper laundry room etiquette.
I will begin with the social aspect of
the laundry room. I believe small talk is
appropriate and welcome while waiting
for a washer to finish or a dryer to open
up. I think most people would agree that
the laundry room is a great way to meet
people. One can easily converse about
what they did during the weekend or the
amount of work they are procrastinating
from completing. Conversation is
always a good way to pass the time.
However, one occasionally stumbles
upon an antisocial laundry-doer, too busy
to say hello or even to let one know how
much time is left on a machine. I will

have to admit that this rubs me the wrong
way. This type of person most likely
takes over all open washers and dryers
with the four loads of laundry they have
been saving up for weeks. Chances are,
they also run late to move their laundry
when their cycle is finished and hold
everyone else up. This leads me to my
next topic: what to do when someone
else’s washer or dryer time is up.

Jaw
by Joan

Barker ’04

Portfolio Editor

Want to close my eyes
and sink below the dream,
wearing gray next to the
milky bronze clay of the canyon wall.
Nowhere to fade, no place to dissolve.
I can feel the bathtub overflow,
while the floor is dry, and this place a
mess.
The lens is scratched and I sleep
myself awake.
Wheat toast is burning,
as a drowsy edge gives way.
Watching the earth turn backwards,
I’m riding in reverse,
through crossroads lined with brush,
where branches touch the water.
Set with nothing more than
an empty purse.
Laughing slow to an empty dispatch,
while ginger ale eases down my throat.

Singing in the avenue,
evening lights retreat,
relying on nothing,
for nothing is as it seems.
Tire tracks lay trails in the mud,
where footprints once made sense,
and the thin air of winter
becomes moist in an exhale.

I believe it is appropriate laundry
room etiquette to move someone’s wet
clothes out of a washer if you have been
waiting for more than a few minutes. I
would suggest, though, that you throw
them in an open dryer. Preferably one
with a cleaned out fuzz collector and a
dryer sheet if you have a spare. I feel
that this is common courtesy and would
hope some nice student would do it for

me. Otherwise, an unlucky laundry-doer
may lose their place in line and be stuck
with a pile of wet laundry. Who wants
that?
I have also spoken with both male and
female friends regarding the subject of
folding other people’s laundry. Most
have been in agreement that if you take
someone’s clothing out of the dryer, you
fold it. Otherwise, that poor person’s
clothes will be a wrinkled mess. There
is one important exception to the rule that
must be noted: underwear. Folding
laundry is not my forte in the first place,
so
folding
someone
else’s
unmentionables is completely out of the
question. Those students that I have
talked with agreed that piling underwear
is the only appropriate way to deal with
it. Where you put it is then up to you,
but my suggestion is not to leave it on
top of the pile. Personally, I would be
unhappy to walk into the laundry room
and see some guy folding his clothes next
to a tall pile of my delicates.
Finally, I have one last bit of advice:
before leaving the laundry room,
remember to say goodbye to your new
friends and not to drop any socks on your
way back to your room. I offer these tips
as a hint to those few unknowing students
who have given the laundry room a bad
reputation. Hopefully they will help
make this hot spot a more friendly space.

Best She Ever Had
- continued from page 22 something other than Cosmopolitan
and Glamour. Its goal would be to
prove to women that they have beauty
and power that dwells inside of them.
Jillian would be perfect for that job
because she knew better than most of
her friends the worth of an individual.
Anna had finished law school, top
of her class, right on time. Charlotte
had been invited to her graduation
party two summers ago, but she had
had an emergency meeting to fix a
problem caused by an employee who
she had the pleasure of firing early the
following Monday morning. Anna
most certainly had entered a top law
firm in Boston with the intent of
becoming a partner some day.
Charlotte could envision Anna in her
pinstripe suit, taking care of business
in the courtroom.
A few weeks ago, Charlotte was
flipping through newest Rolling Stone
at the gym only to find a photo spread
of Aerosmith done by none other than
Leigh. She nearly fell off the
treadmill. Charlotte should have
figured that Leigh had not left the
music business. Following the band of
one of her college friends as they
traveled the country, Leigh became
well-known among the band circuit for
her ability to capture exactly the right
shot to make the fans melt and the
ratings soar. It must have all taken off
from there.
And... Nikki. Nikki, Nikki, Nikki.
That voice and assertiveness of hers
must have gotten her far in the media.
Charlotte had heard from someone that
Nikki had moved to New York about a
year after graduation to get herself an
agent and make her big break onto the

scene. Knowing that girl, Nikki was
probably living the high life in a studio
apartment in SoHo, wearing all the best
clothes and meeting all the right
people.
Finally, there was Simone.
Charlotte couldn’t believe that of all
the girls, she had let herself lose touch
with her. Charlotte hadn’t thought that
it could happen. But after graduation,
their plans to live together fell through
and Simone had moved to California in
search of her dream. She was a
performer at heart, and though
Charlotte was sad to see her go, she
knew it was what she needed to realize
her goals. Simone called Charlotte
about twice a month to see how she
was doing, but Charlotte often dodged
the calls. How could she explain to her
what her life had become as she
imagined Simone spending her days
outside of rehearsal laying beneath the
sun and her nights dancing with a
handsome stranger?
Yet, the invitation still stared at her
from the table. As she gazed back at it,
she began to realize that those six girls
were the best and most devoted friends
she had ever had. No matter what
happened between them over the three
years they were together, they always
forgave her, always grieved with her,
always celebrated her and never let her
down. It was about time that she
swallowed her pride and began to
recognize what she had in them.
Feverishly, she dialed the most
recent number she had from Simone.
She drew in a deep breath; it had been
nearly five years since they had
spoken.
“Simone? Hi, It’s Charlotte...”
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A
Greater
Meaning
by Jess Albetski

’04

Portfolio Staff

“Don’t forget to be nice to strangers,
for some who have done this, have
entertained angels without realizing
it. ”
Hebrews 13:2
I don’t think anyone can pinpoint
the reasons that certain people come
into our lives at particular times. Some
would say it’s mere chance, a complete
accident, and that the possibilities of
certain friendships forming are a
billion to one. Those are the people
who put the terms “fate” and “destiny”
under the category of hogwash. I, on
the other hand, am sure I’m not alone
when I say that I believe in fate. I
firmly believe in God, sitting above all
of us, weaving our lives with His hand,
carefully planning each comer we turn,
and sometimes putting a person behind
that corner, so that our greeting is part
of His divine plan (part of a higher
purpose). I definitely believe that
many of my close friends are in my
life for a reason. Their friendship goes
beyond the simple fact that we enjoy
each other’s company, they have a
special role. They make me stronger
and happier. They expand my world
by teaching me and by exposing me to
new things.
On the other hand, sometimes along
the path, we also encounter people
who don’t treat us well, cause us a lot
of pain by entering our lives, and in the
end, hurt us incredibly. While most
people complain over these hurtful
situations and whine about how unfair
it all seems, it’s important to keep in
mind that perhaps the hurt we go
through also has a deeper meaning.
These are the experiences we all have
to grow and learn from, so that if a
similar situation ever arises, we will
make different choices to avoid the
pain. We will become better people.
Thus, I’m thankful for all my
experiences, though sometimes I have

had to bear such unneeded pain or
stress. I reassure myself that the pain I
feel and the struggles I endure are both
for a greater good, which has been a
comforting reassurance.
Now, I do not necessarily believe
that every person we encounter
immediately influences our life. A
friendly and smiling individual that
passes us by on our way to class
doesn’t change the person you are,
though it may brighten your day.
However, who is to say that you may
not encounter that smiling person in
the future again in a different setting.
Take my own experiences, the first
time I met one of my very close
friends was riding the train home
freshman year at Thanksgiving. I
didn’t see him again for months, but it
later turned out that he was friends
with my best friend. We have not only
become good friends since, but so have
my roommate and all of his
roommates. If it wasn’t for him, I may
not know some of these incredible
people. Contemplating this, I’m both
amused and puzzled at how life works
out.
As you walk around in your daily
activities, it’s impossible to focus on
the fact that your life could be
incredibly different with each comer
you turn. As your life unfolds, and
you reflect upon it, you realize that
you may have ended up in a different
place as a result of the people you’ve
encountered and the actions you’ve
taken.
The future can’t be predicted. It’s
impossible to know where the next
coming months are going to take you.
Try to start learning the importance of
living life day by day and not focusing
so much on the future. If you focus so
much on the future that you lose sight
of the present then you’re not really
living in reality. Take life slowly, enjoy
the time with your friends, learn from
your experiences, whether they are
good or bad. Believe in fate and
destiny, and, finally, that this life does
have a greater meaning.
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The Recital

by

Sara Schepis ’04

Portfolio Staff

Today is the day of the dance recital
The day of grace
fullness.
In a chair near the classrooms
we await the coming cues and watch
the younger dancers.
My mother and sister have locks of my
hair in their hands, elaborately
braiding it.
(Did you know that Tour Jetes make
good homework breaks?)

You don’t hear the words to the music,
your muscles memorize their smooth
flexings.
The movement is in the mirror.
These costumes are ugly
but it is the dancing that matters,
it is the people who are dancing that
matter.
Each of us learns the language of
dance,
we learn each other’s language.
Between Jazz and Ballet I eat dinner
with Katie,
laughing.
We each have our places, our motions,
the pain of toe shoes is not a cost too
great
even if our feet bleed at first.
Our feet are a precise flock of birds.
We are here today to dance together,
energy and patience are needed to
learn our dances
but it is the dancing that matters,
it is the people who are dancing that
matter.

The youngest class in the recital is
always lovely.
my hair is finally woven and I go
To wait with my friends for our first
number.
It is hot in the auditorium
but it is the dancing that matters,
it is the people, who are dancing, that
matter.
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Spring 2002- Workshop Specials
Office of Academic Services (OAS)

The following workshops are scheduled- please join us.
Surviving Biology/Natural Sciences

eQuiz

Jan 23 5:30PM Moore Hall 1

Time Management
Jan 28 2:30 PM & 6:00 PM Moore Hall I

How to Succeed in Civ
Jan 30 2:30 PM & 6:00 PM Moore Hall I

Test Taking Strategies/ Overcoming Test Anxiety
Feb 4 2:30 PM & 6:00 PM Moore Hall I

How To Succeed in Math
Feb 13 2:30 PM & 6:00 PM Moore Hall I

One-ward movie titles should be easy
to recall, right? Welt, test your memory
by figuring out which films the
following quotes are from. (Answers
on page 26)

The following workshops are available by appointment only
________
Contact the OAS to schedule_______________
What kind of learner are you?
-interactiue learning styles inuentory (1 hour) students
Disability 101 (1 hour) Faculty/Staff
NCAA Continuing Academic Eligibility Rules Made Simple
(1 Hour) Faculty/Staff

by Dave Quinn

’04
Portfolio Contributing Writer

* note. 5 or more registrants are necessarv in order to schedule a workshoD.

1 "I'm not going to waste my time arguing with a man who's lining up to be a

hot lunch."
2.

“I’ve been dead once already; it’s very liberating. You might think of it as...

therapy.”
3.

“You make me so sick. Your entire havoc-indueing, thieving, whoring
generation disgusts me.”

4.

“The world doesn’t just disappear when you close your eyes, does it?”

5.

“I think I must have one of those faces you can’t help believing.”

6.

“She's great. She’s really exotic? She’s a princess! She’s Polynesian—well,

half Polynesian, and half American. She’s... Amnesian.”
7.

“I know you don’t think I’m giving these four million dollars to a bunch of

nuns!”
8.

ATTENTION PC SENIORS:
“The Thomas U. Mullaney, O.P., S.T.M.
Prize For the Best Essay on Thomism”
All PC seniors are invited to submit an original
essay on Thomism of 3,500 - 5,000 words (typed
and double-spaced). A $500 cash prize will be
awarded from an endowed fund established by
Dr. Leon J. Podles ’68 of Baltimore, Maryland, in
honor of Rev. Thomas Urban Mullaney, O.P.,
S.T.M.

“That’s the one good thing about Paris: there’s a lot of girls willing to take
their clothes off.”

9.

“Please, Mr. Merchant of Death, sir, please, sell me something that will
stink up my breath and my clothes and fry my lungs.”

10. “The tower? The tower? Rapunzel! Rapunzel!!!”

11. “Aaaa! My neck! My back! My neck and my back! 1 want a hundred a fifty
thousand, but we can settle out of court right now for twenty bucks.”

12. “I Jove self-loathing complaint rock you can dance to.”
13. “Keep your eye open."
14. “I’ve applied for early admission to Oxford and the Sorbonne. Harvard is
my safety."

Deadline: All entries are to be submitted to the
Theology Department Office in St. Joseph Hall
no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 15,
2002.
This annual competition is open to all graduating seniors
of Providence College. The essay should be an original
exposition of some facet of Thomistic philosophy or
theology and must be 3,500 - 5,000 words (typed and
double-spaced). Cash award and an appropriate
commemorative item will be presented at the Senior
Awards event. The recipient will be notified by
May 1,2002, or within 10 days of the actual award
ceremonv.

15. “We have just gotten a wake-up call from the Nintendo Generation.”
16. “Look, you put anybody on television sixteen hours a day, and sooner or

later they’re going to fall off a table and land on a cat.”
17. “You people! If it hasn’t been made into a movie, it’s not worth knowing

about, is that it?”
18. “Aw, I’m gettm’ kinda fond of you, kid. Not that I wanna pick out curtains
or anything!”

19. “We would have injected vitamin C if only they had made it illegal!”
20. “I knew you’d pay a price for this. I knew you couldn’t be so hopelessly
geek-ridden for so long without suffering some really tragic consequences.’
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Charcoal
Buffalo
By Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor

Plummeting
from Grace
by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03

Portfolio Staff

The first month of every new year is
often a time when people assess their
faults and misfortunes from the previ
ous year and attempt to build bridges,
mend fences and crawl back into good
graces for the ensuing year. In this ever
churning cycle of high hopes, big
dreams, great disappointments and dev
astating failures, I found a way to avoid
the depression that inevitably accompa
nies this so-called “joyous time.” In or
der to make the annual ritual of rebirth
and rejuvenation a little less strenuous,
I propose that we all strive for something
entirely different for 2002. Take a leap
(and no, I do not mean take a chance).
Take a big leap and (here is the catch)
fall flat on your face. New Year’s reso
lutions are, by nature, tedious and tire
some. They are no way to start a new
year on the right foot. Instead of setting
lofty goals and making ridiculous prom
ises, strive for mediocrity. This year
shall be one of new, all-time lows. If we
succeed, next year’s new year’s resolu
tions will be far simpler to isolate and
much easier to achieve. Here are my
basic guidelines for making this year the
lowest one yet.
- Do not resolve to spend less time on
instant messenger. Why bother really?
If you spend less time talking on IM, you
will spend even more time doing some
thing else that wastes time. Wasting time
is inevitable, and those who say they hate
wasting time are clearly lying (you are
reading this article after all). If you are
going to waste time, you should at least
be social while doing it. This observa
tion leads me into my next anti-resolu
tion...
- Do not resolve to stop procrastinating.
If you are a procrastinator to the core,
you know that this idea is utterly laugh
able and considerably easier said than
done. Ignore deadlines (except my edi
tor, Joan’s, of course). Throw prudence
and worry to the wind. Laziness can
become a little hobby. By the time 2003
rolls around, you will have either flunked

out of school or lost your job. Maybe
both. Problem solved: nothing to put
off.
- Do not resolve to lose weight this year.
Eat whatever you want whenever you
want it. By the end of the year (if you
follow my advice and eat, eat, eat!) you
will weigh well over 700 pounds and
even a walk to Ray will constitute strenu
ous exercise. Then next year you can
resolve to “exercise” more and it will be
easy as pie (ha, a food allusion, get it?)
to slim down with minimal effort. Prob
lem solved.
- Do not resolve to meet new people. So
what if you feel like you do not know
enough people? Who cares if you do
not like the people you socialize with
now? Go ahead and hate them and con
tinue to hang out with them all the time.
By the end of the year, you will be so
sick of these people that you won’t ever
want to meet another human being again.
Again, problem solved.
- Do not resolve to eliminate excess and
own less “stuff.” Buy everything you like
that your budget will allow. Stockpile
your goods wherever there is any space.
Continue this trend until Christmas. By
this time next year, all of your stuff will
have taken over your place and pushed
you out of your room/apartment/house.
Sooner than you think, you will be liv
ing on the streets. Problem solved: you
will know precisely what it is like to have
nothing at all.
- Do not resolve to be a nicer person. If
you are not nice by now, you never will
be. Niceness is innate anyway. Plus,
trying to be nice when in actuality you
are naturally mean, nasty and disgruntled
can only be short-lived. Rather than try
ing to force yourself to be a good person
(when, in fact, you are not and you know
it), you should resolve to change your
outward appearance and act nicely. At
least then you can continue to think mean
thoughts and remain satisfied with your
self. People will like you even better
and you can continue to dislike them
exactly as much as you did before you
“change.”. Next year, you can start by
resolving not to be so two-faced.

The grays of dusk
soft as cinders fallen still.
Grays of a plastic shadow upon the gray
of a woolen desk.
Silvers once, sunken oil, repelling gray.
Pungent, to the feel, capricious gray.

Lighter the hint, still,
a puddle’s reflection of a gray sky
and a stem exchange.
Thick fog and thin exhaust fumes mix gray
to a choke. Such air, on a gray descent.
Grays from red, faded red, like blood to dust.
The grays of the mind, ashen thoughts,
empty gestures of smoky skin.
Much gray,
and gray will suffice to the satin lining of a
stark coat. Gray buttons. A gray credit.

Composite gray.
A pleat in the knit, leaks lighter than gray,
a sight oblique (twist the ink).
Ignorance, gray.
Broken, gray.
Empty phrases, as well as gray.
Can not afford such charcoal fancies.

___ -

A

ggr

' A

Movie Quiz
Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Jaws(1975)
Batman (1989)
Scream (1995)
Memento (2000)
Psycho (I960)
Dave (1993)
Ghost (1990)
Titanic (1997)
Clerks(1994)
Airplane! (1980)
Friday (1995)
Loser (2000)
X-Men(2001)
Rushmore (1998)
Hackers (1995)
Ed TV (1999)
Dogma (1999)
Aladdin (1992)
Trainspotting (1996)
Pleasantville (1998)
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Parents' Weekend Tickets
All tickets must be picked up by
Wednesday, February 6
Come to Harkins Hall, Room 203
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm
from Feb 4 - 6

You must bring your PC ID with you
***Ifyou will be 21 years old by
Parents' Weekend you must bring
your PC ID to the events in order
to be served alcoholic beverages

AA Group Meeting
Meetings are held Tuesdays,
from 7:00 - 8:00 pm
In Slavin, Room 220

All are welcome
For more information, please
contact Dr. Anne Coleman

SENIORS

WDOM 91.3
Requests x2091

Please submit your candid
photos to be included in
the yearbook ASAP!
We especially need photos of
Christmas and the holidays,
and also campus living.

Be a part of the first
Junior Night of the year

Friday, Feb 1st in Stuart's
Doors open at 9:00 pm

Drop off the photos in
Slavin 102 and label the back
with your name and home
address so we can return them.

There will be food, a DJ,
and free wings!!!

Be in your yearbook!

First of the year!

***Full bar with proper ID
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What do you REALLY think
they’re building in Slavin?

“An on-campus j.crew.”
(Now hiring. Inquire within the S.A.I.L office.)
Courtney Shakar ’04
Katy McElligot ’04

“AY.M.C.A.”
David Hodo of the Village People

“A private dining hall for the
basketball team.”
John Pouliot ’05
Terri Williams ’05
John Matrullo ’05

“A new parking lot...no wait...new dorm
rooms...no wait...another chapel!”
Kat Pantaleo ’02

“A champagne room for Fr. McPhail”
Angela Hassell ’03
Victoria Pagliarini ’03

“A ‘real’ indoor track.”
PC track team members
Dan Connelly ’04
Brian Colleran ’03

Rebecca and Uncle Jesse

A bedroom for Joey so he can finally
move out of the garage and that weird
little alcove in the little room.
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The PC Scoreboard
Athletes of the Week
Drew Omicioli
(Senior - West Warwick, R.l.)
Omicioli scored his third consecutive game-winning goal this
past weekend, and scored three goals and two assists on the way.
On Jan. 25, Omicioli scored PC’s fifth goal, which turned out to
be the game-winner in PC’s 6-4 victory over BC. On Jan. 27,
Omicioli scored PC’s third and fourth goals in a four-goal
second period that defeated BC, 5-2.

Men ’s Basketball
Overall Standings
BIG EAST “East” Division

Team
UConn
Miami
B.C.
St. John’s
Villanova
Providence
Virginia Tech

L
0
3
3
5
4
5
7

W
6
5
4
4
3
3
0

Kelli Halcisak

Pct.
1.000
.625
.571
.444
.428
.375
.000

(Sophomore - Grosse He, Mich.)
Halcisak led the Women’s Hockey team to a 2-0 record last
week. Halcisak assisted on the game-winning goal as
PC defeated UConn, 4-0, on Jan. 26. She scored one
goal to lead the Friars to a 2-1 victory over ninth-ranked
Wisconsin on Jan. 27. The win over Wisconsin was
PC’s sixth consecutive victory.

BIG EAST “West” Division
Team
Pittsburgh
Syracuse
Notre Dame
Georgetown
Seton Hall
Rutgers
West Virginia

John Linehan

W
6
6
3
4

L
2
2
3
4

Pct.
.750
.750
.500
.500

On Jan. 22, Linehan registered a PC and Big East single-game
record 11 steals in a 70-55 win over Rutgers. On Jan. 26,
Linehan scored a team-high 19 points and registered a game-high

4

4

.500

six steals in the Friars 75-70 overtime win against St. John’s.

3
1

4
6

.428
.143

Linehan now ranks ninth all-time in NCAA history with 335
career steals in 112 games.

(Senior - Chester, Pa.)

This Week’s Schedule

Women ’s Basketball
Overall Standings
Team

Fri

Sat

@
Northeastern
7:00 PM

@ UMassAmherst
8:00 PM

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Tuurs

BIG EAST Conference

Team
UConn
B.C.
Notre Dame
Virginia Tech
Villanova
Syracuse
Miami
West Virginia
Georgetown
Rutgers
Seton Hall
Providence
Pittsburgh
St. John’s

W
9
6
6
6
6
5
6
3
3
3
2
2
1
0

L
0
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
8

Pct.
1.000
.750
.750
.667
.667
.625
.600
.428
.375
.375
.250
.250
.125
.000

Indoor
Track
Men’s
Hockey

vs.
Women’s Northeastern
Hockey
7:00 PM

Men’s

Basketball

@
Dartmouth
2:00 PM

Women’s
Basketball

Swimming

@ UConn
(@ HCC)
9:00 PM

vs. Boston
College
2:00 PM

vs. UConn
12:00 PM

vs. Vermont
11:00 AM

Men’s Hockey Standings
Team
New Hampshire
Maine
Boston U.
UMass-Lowell
Northeastern
Providence
Boston College
Merrimack
UMass-Amherst

GP
15
14
15
15
16
15
16
14
16

Hockev East
W L T
2
2
11
2
3
9
2
5
8
1
8
6
7
2
7
1
7
7
10 1
5
9
2
3
12 1
3

Pts.
24
20
18
17
16
15
11
8
7

@ St. John’s
4:30 PM

Women’s Hockey Standings
Overall1
GP W L
19 4
25
15 7
26
14 7
23
16 8
25
13 10
26
12 12
27
12 12
26
8 14
24
8 17
26

T
2
4
2
4
3
3
2
2
1

earn
Hagara
lortheastem
lew Hampshire
Connecticut
rovidence
laine
oston College
•uinnipiac

GP
13
13
12
12
11
14
13
10

ECAC Eastern
W L T
11
2
0
11
2
0
4
8
1
1
6
7
4
2
6
2
9
5
10 2
1
0
0

12

Overall
Pts. GP W L
22 , 23
17 6
22
23
21
2
17
25
14 9
15
24
10 12
14
23
12 8
12
25
11 12
4
22
5
14
0
21
3
16

T
0
0
2
2
3
2
3
2
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PC in over its head
by

Paul Whitty ’03

Sports Staff

The Men’s and Women’s Swimming
and Diving teams competed in two meets
this weekend. The Friars faced Loyola
on Friday and Georgetown on Saturday.
In what has become a regular occurrence
for both Swim teams, Providence was
greatly overpowered in both meets.
On Friday, Jan. 25, the Women’s team
lost to Loyola 138 to 105, while the
Men’s team lost 124 to 78.
The Women’s team was led by two
of their senior captains, Allison Buckley
and Lee Barnum. Buckley won both the
200-yard Freestyle and the 500-yard
Freestyle. Her 200-yard time was
2:01.28 and her 500-yard time was
5:22.21. Barnum took first place in the
100 yard Butterfly with a time of
1:02.07. Other event winners for the
Lady Friars were junior Kate Fuller in
the 50-yard Freestyle, and sophomore
Kathryn Donovan in the 1,000-yard
Freestyle. Donovan also earned second
place in the 200-yard Freestyle behind
her teammate Buckley.
The Men’s team was soundly
defeated by Loyola, simply outmatched
in terms of numbers. Junior Tom Darrow
was the sole event winner for the Friars.
Darrow won the 500-yard Freestyle with
a time of 5:34.05.

TOM MAGUIRE/Veritas

The team’s last home meet will on Saturday in Taylor Natatorium at 11 a.m.
Allison Buckley commented that
despite such few wins and the overall
loss, the meet was not without its
accomplishments. “Even though we lost
the meet,” she said, “our coach was
excited about our performances because
a lot of us had recorded best times.”
Saturday’s meet against Georgetown
was a humbling experience for the Friars.
The final score on the Women’s side was

Going to The Dunk
this weekend?

Georgetown on top 139 to 92, while on
the Men’s side the Hoyas won 118 to 54.
The Georgetown coach mercifully
decided to exhibition many of his
swimmers, after it became clear that his
team would win handily.
An
exhibitioned swimmer still swims in the
events, but he does not factor into any
of the scoring.
The tactic of
exhibitioning swimmers is similar to a
football coach pulling his starters and
sending out his second string players
when the game has become a blowout.
Georgetown’s decision allowed
Providence to even out the score a little,
so that the final tally would not be as
lopsided.
“Georgetown is a tough team,”

admitted Buckley, “We were a little
overwhelmed after the first few events,
but we settled down.”
What is even more frightening about
the meet against Georgetown is that as
far as the Big East Conference is
concerned, the Hoyas are not one of the
top teams. Nonetheless, the Friars were
no match for the fully-funded Hoyas.
Head Coach Michelle Gacio
acknowledged just that. “Even if we
were at our best against Georgetown, we
would have lost. Right now we are
looking ahead to our next meet, which
is against the UVM.”
PC’s last home meet is this Saturday
against the University of Vermont. The
Friars crossed paths with UVM earlier
in the season at the Harold Anderson
Invitational. At that meeting the
Women’s team only beat Vermont by two
points, while the Men’s team beat
Vermony by 34 points. However, UVM
is looking for redemption.
“I’ve talked to the UVM coach and
he is gunning for us,” said Gacio, “But
we are not going to underestimate them.
We’ll be ready to win, and it should be a
great competition.”
The meet starts at 11:00 a.m. this
Saturday, and it will be senior day since
it is the last home meet of the season.
In other Providence College
Swimming team news, Assistant Coach
Herman Louw was fired last week in
what was simply referred to as a
“personnel matter.” Louw was in his
first year of coaching for Providence
College and was known to hang out
socially with members of the team
outside of practice. No other information
was provided.

Aerobic
Kickboxing
Fast Fun Furious
Tone Muscle
Gain Strength
Improve
Coordination
Student Special* $100 for semesterincludes gloves
Call to try a free class.
Less than 3 miles from campus.

Providence Tae Kwon Do

729-0200
www.providencetaekwondo.com
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Four-goal second insures sweep
-Continued from back pagehave done.”
On Friday, the Friars jumped
out to a 5-1 lead after two
periods and then had to hold on
for dear life in the third, as BC
made a furious comeback and
pulled within a goal before the
Friars held on and earned 6-4
victory before the first sell-out
crowd of the season at
Schneider Arena, the first
sellout crowd of the season.
Leading the charge
offensively for the Friars were
junior co-captain Devin Rask
and senior Peter Fregoe, each
recording two goals and an
assist. Junior co-captain Jon
DiSalvatore also chipped in
with three assists.
“It was great,” stated
DiSalvatore when asked what it
felt like to have a crowd. “It was
a very exciting game.”
The Friars arguably played
their best 20 minutes of the
season in the first period,
jumping on BC with two goals
in the game’s first three
minutes, finishing with three for
the period. Rask began the
scoring just 1:36 into the contest
when he fired a backhand past
goaltender Matti Kaltiainen.
Fregoe added two more goals in
the period, giving the Friars a
3-0 lead after one period for the
first time this season.
The Friars came out flat at
the beginning of the second
period and BC got on the
scoreboard to make it 3-1 after
the Friars were caught in the
middle of making a line change.
The Friars responded with two
goals of their own as sophomore
Peter Zingoni and senior Drew
Omicioli scored to make it a 51 advantage for the Friars after
two periods.
Many were ready to chalk up
a “W” for the Friars, but BC had
other ideas in mind.
The Eagles scored three
times in third period to pull
within a goal, sending the
Schneider Faithful into a state
of panic.

Looking for the equalizer
with 52 seconds left, the Friars
were the benefit of a gift call as
both junior Shawn Weiman and
freshman David Spina got
tangled up in the corner before
a face-off, with just Spina sent
off for slashing, negating what
would have been a key 6-on-5
advantage for BC.
Rask added his second goal
of the game, this time an emptynetter, to preserve the victory
for the Friars.
“We had some break downs
in our D-zone which let them
back into the game,” said
DiSalvatore. “It’s a great feeling
to become a little more
offensive minded, but we have
to commit to our defense as
well.”
In the second game of the
weekend, the Friars traveled to
Chestnut Hill and defeated BC
by a final of 5-2. The Friars
scored four times in the second
period, with Omicioli leading
the charge, scoring twice in the
period and also adding an assist.
For his efforts this past
week, Omicioli was named
Hockey East Co-Offensive
Player of the Week. The R.I.
native has scored threeconsecutive game-winning
goals in the past week for the
Friars, finishing with four goals
and two assists for a six point
week.
“I’m getting some shots off
and they are just finding holes,”
stated Omicioli.
After a scoreless first period
in which both teams had good

chances to score, BC jumped on
the scoreboard 2:39 into the
second period as sophomore
Tony Voce took the puck from
behind the Friar net and
attempted a wraparound on
Schaefer. The puck hit a Friar
skate in front and found its way
into the back of the net for 1-0
BC lead.
The Friars answered the bell
just 57 seconds later as Rask
took a nice feed from Omicioli
and buried the puck past
goaltender Tim Kelleher to knot
the score at one apiece. Rask’s

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Junior co-captain Devin Rask recorded two goals and an assist at BC in Sunday’s 5-2 win.
goal opened the floodgates for
the Friars, who would add three
more goals in the second period.
At 8:29, Zingoni tipped the
puck past Kelleher to put the
Friars up 2-1. Zingoni himself
has been on tear lately, scoring
three times in the last three
games.
Omicioli then took over, and
scored on the power play to
make it a 3-1 advantage for the
Friars. The power play has also
been hot recently for the Friars,

back in the game as Fregoe was
whistled for a questionable five
minute major elbowing at 15:55
of the second, but the Eagles
were unable to take advantage,
finishing the afternoon 0-5 on
the power play.
BC pulled within 4-2 in the
third period as Voce scored his
second goal of the game, but the
Friars, who learned their lesson
from Friday night, did not allow
BC to get any closer.
A feeling of desperation

made 31 stops. In fact, Schaefer
has had 12 games this season in
which he has had to make 30 or
more saves in a game.
“I have really been wanting
to help this team. They have
been trying and working so
hard, ” said Schaefer. “The
defense is young but you can
see that they are picking it up,
and I just want to be a part of
that.”
With the sweep, the Friars
reach the .500 mark for the first

scoring seven times in the last

must have come over BC as

time this season at 12-12- 3. The

seven games.
Omicioli added another
goal when he and freshman
Chris Chaput worked a nice
give-and-go with Omicioli
firing one of his trademark
rockets past Kelleher for a 4-1
Friar lead after two periods.
“Drew has got a good shot
and he’s got to use it,” stated
Pooley. “He was not doing
much for a while, but now he’s
back alive and we need him to
be a key player down the
stretch.”
BC had a chance to come

Kelleher was pulled with 2:19
left to play, but it was the Friars
who took advantage as
sophomore Regan Kelly added
an empty net tally at the 18:31
mark of the third period.
One of the biggest keys for the
Friars down the stretch will
have be the play of Schaefer. A
road warrior lately, Schaefer has
arguably played his best hockey
of the season in the Friars’ last
two road games: wins at New
Hampshire, where Schaefer
made 32 saves, and at BC this
past Sunday, where Schaefer

Friars are also .500 in Hockey
East play for the first time since
Nov. 10 at 7-7-1. More
importantly, the Friars are now
four points ahead of BC in the
Hockey East standings, who
have now lost six in a row.
The Friars will hit the road
for pair of games this weekend.
On Friday, Feb. 1, the Friars will
travel to Northeastern for a 7
p.m. face off. The next night, the
Friars will be at UMassAmhurst; 8 p.m. game time.

CLASSIFIEDS
Apartments for Rent

Apartments for Rent

Opportunities

27 Clyde St.
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, rec
room, washer/ dryer, big
driveway, and a garage. $1600/
month. Available May 2002.

190 Veazie St.
Contains 4 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, washer/ dryer, very big
yard, and fenced in parking.
$1350/ month. Available March
2002.

Energetic babysitter needed for a
one year old and her four year old
sister. Experience with children
and enjoyment of arts and crafts
a plus. Flexible hours. Full time
summer opportunity as well.
Please call Alex at 886-4677 or
John at 553-6619.

Student Rental Housing 2002
Year. Three Apts on Oakland Ave.
One three bedrooms and one two
bedrooms. Heat included.
Parking.
Nice
building.
Responsive landlord. Showing as
soon as possible. Parents must
sign lease. First month and
security deposit required. Please
call Brian at 617-797-2898.

Apartment for Rent! Pembroke
Ave Near P.C. 1st, 2nd, 3rd floors.
3 Large Bedrooms, new kitchen
appliances, stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, new gas baseboard
heat, and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area with
lighted parking. $950 per month.
Call 274-7763.

#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas &
Florida. Book Early & get free
meal plan. Earn cash & Go Free!
Now hiring Campus Reps.
1-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com

Spring Break
ACT NOW! GUARANTEE
THE BEST SPRING BREAK
PRICES! SOUTH PADRE,
CANCUN,
JAMAICA,
BAHAMAS,
ACAPULCO,
FLORIDA & MARDI GRAS.
REPS NEEDED... TRAVEL
FREE, EARN $$$. GROUP
DISCOUNTS FOR 6+.
800-838-8203
WW W.LEISURETOURS .COM
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BIG GAME
WEEKEND
Men’s Basketball
vs. Boston College
2:00 PM
Dunkin Donuts Center

Women’s Basketball
vs.No.1UConn
12:00 PM
Mullaney Gymnasium
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B&w: Student
support, a Title IX
retort and a new
coach for sports
- Continued from back pagebasketball player at any other PC
athletic event in quite some time.
In fact, it’s almost comedic how
much things can change in a year.
Before and during last season, the
Men’s Basketball program was out en
masse trying to improve its recentlytarnished reputation: players socialized
and slapped hands with the student
body, and were instructed by Head
Coach Tim Welsh to support PC
Athletics. And they did.
And now, the Men’s Basketball
team gets personally catered to in the
far reaches of Ray Cafe, isolated from
the student body - and we wonder why
there is perhaps a slight decrease in
student support this season. A Men’s
squad who does not attend other
sporting events, and for that matter,
does not take even the smallest of
effort to get involved in the PC
community. For many on the team, it
seems they fully believe their job at PC
is to play basketball, and nothing
more.
With a record of 3-4 in the Big
East, and nine losses on the season they haven’t been doing that too well
either, lately.
The bottom line is that the student
body at Providence College is finding
it hard to identify with their Men’s
Basketball team, who are supposed to
represent us out on the court. If the
athletes on this team don’t put out an
effort to support the students they go to
school with, how - or why - are the
students expected to return the favor?

You snooze, you lose
With the PC Community primed for
the nationally-televised, get-your-buttout-of-bed basketball game against
Boston College this Saturday, Feb. 2,1
have to ask why ushers still enforce
assigned ticket seats in the student
sections on both ends of the court.
While I could understand this
approach if the student section were
overrun with assigned season tickets
for students who wanted to sit in
specific seats - they simply aren’t. In
fact, no one really adheres to the
policy to begin with. In fact, from
what I’ve seen the only people who
benefit from this system are those
knuckleheads who wander into their
section 10 minutes after the game has
started, sees that the crowd is packed,
and goes to find an usher to direct
them to their proper and assigned seat
numbers.
Simply put: make the student
sections General Admission, first
come, first served. Every other college
that I know of works this way students line up early for the chance at
getting the seats they want. None of
this late business - it should not and
hopefully, will not be adhered to. If
you want a good seat, come early to
the game and earn it.

Title IX back in the headlines
A recent article in the Wall Street
Journal discussed some interesting
developments regarding Title IX. We
all, of course, remember Title IX - the
1972 Education Amendment of the
Civil Rights Act that when
reinterpreted by the Office of Civil
Rights in 1996 led to Providence

College being forced to disband its
successful and tradition-filled Men’s
Baseball team to meet gender quotas.
Well, “now the boys are fighting
back,” as the Journal so eloquently put
it in its Jan. 25 article. The National
Wrestling Coaches Association, as
well as wrestling associations at Yale,
Bucknell and Marquette - all affected
by the Title IX interpretation. Their
argument is that the current
interpretation of the statute
“effectively mandates the very
discrimination that Title IX prohibits.”
As the Journal article argues, the
assumption that if a college is 45
percent male, only 45 percent of its
athletes should be men, ignores a facet
of life that people at Sports Illustrated
and Budweiser have known for years:
guys are more interested in sports than
women. Title IX is aimed at equal
outcomes, not compensating for
unequal interest levels.
It just doesn’t make sense that at a
time where filling quotas is being
rethought in classrooms and business
firms throughout the country, the
playing fields of Providence College
and every other campus around the
country still is ruled by them. Imagine
if such quotas were imposed on
cheerleading, band, yearbook or even
The Cowl - it might mean booting
women off those teams. Why should
NCAA sports have to do that very
thing?

And then there were three
Providence’s search for a new Field
Hockey Head Coach is nearing
completion. The national search which began after Thanksgiving, has
been narrowed down to three
“exceptional” candidates, according to
Associate Athletic Director Jill
LaPoint, who headed the search
committee.
All three finalists, according to
LaPoint, have a great amount of
NCAA Division I coaching experience
in Field Hockey. Sources have also
confirmed that the final three were on
campus last week for one final
interview.
The search for a new Field Hockey
coach became necessary, you may
remember, when the College fired Bill
Davidson from the position
immediately following the 2001
season, in an attempt by the PC
Athletic Administration to take the
program in a new direction. With
hopes of eventually having an NCAA
Championship-competitive program in
Field Hockey, the search for a new
coach was tied to plans for a new
Astroturf field to be added to the
College facilities.
Additionally, LaPoint reported that
the College committee - which
included Molly Elliott, the Academic
Coordinator for Student-Athletes,
Michelle Gacio, the head coach of the
Men’s and Women’s Swimming team,
and Nick Jackson, the assistant coach
of the Cross Country and Track teams
- have chosen the applicant it wants
for the job, and hopes to offer the Field
Hockey position to the applicant by the
end of this week. If all goes well,
according to LaPoint, PC could have a
new Field Hockey Head Coach by the
end of the first week in February.
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No. 1 UConn to visit PC
by Mary Allietta

’05

Sports Staff

Junior Brooke Freeburg recorded nine points and three rebounds
in Saturday’s loss to Seton Hall.

Attention all football
fans and non-pigskin loving
students: The biggest game
on campus this weekend
does not involve the
Patriots.
At noon on
Sunday, Feb. 3, the
Providence
College
Women’s Basketball team
will host the No. 1 team in
women’s basketball, the
Huskies of the University of
Connecticut. Tip-off is at
noon in Alumni Hall.
“UConn is one of the
best teams ever put together
in women’s basketball,”
said Head Coach Jim Jabir.
Indicative of this is the
Huskies perfect record; the
team is 22-0 overall, 8-0 in
the Big East. “Playing them
will be an opportunity for
our players to see what it
takes to get to UConn’s level
and to see what we hope to
be some day soon.”
“We are really excited
about playing the University
.of Connecticut
this
weekend,” said junior
Brooke Freeburg. “Since I
have been here this is the
most talented, dedicated,
and hard-working team that
we have had.”
“We are privileged to
play a number one team. It
gives us an opportunity to

prove that we are a good
team,” said senior co-captain
Chrissy Vozab. “We do not
want to let UConn dictate
how the game progresses.
We are looking to execute
our offense and our
defense.”
“We need to execute our
offense because they will be
intense from a defense
perspective and we have to
be ready to handle that,” said
Coach Jabir. “Our focus is to
avoid turnovers and get back
in transition. UConn likes to
take advantage of its
opponents mistakes and
score off errors.”
This is the Friars first
game since last Saturday,
Jan. 26 when they fell to
Seton Hall, 64-54, in South
Orange, New Jersey. It was
another tough loss for the
Friars, which dropped
Providence’s record stands at
8-11 overall, 2-6 in Big East
play.
“It was another close
game for us,” said Freeburg.
“We are playing very hard,
and working very hard. It is
a tough loss because
everyone works so hard. We
get close, but we just have
to finish.”
“I was disappointed. I
thought that we had chances
to win,” said Coach Jabir.
“We were up six in the
second half and could have
pulled away. People played

conservatively, not taking
shots, and that affected our
overall scoring. We have to
learn
how
to
play
confidently. We have not
learned that yet.”
“We had a rough start, but
we were able to come back
in the second half,” said
Vozab. “In the second half
we built up a lead, but were
not able to hang on until the
end.”
The Friars were led by
graduate student Dani
Trippany. She contributed
seven rebounds and a teamhigh 15 points. Nine of those
points came from the foul
line, as Trippany was perfect,
making nine shots on nine
attempts.
Junior Brooke Freeburg
also contributed to the Friars’
effort with three rebounds
and nine points.
“We are close to victory
[this season], but we just
have to finish,” said
Freeburg. “An ability to
finish will come with
experience. The experience
gained from playing more
games and more games
together.”
So to all of you football
junkies out there, cheering
early at the “Big Game.”
Providence
versus
Connecticut. Noon. Alumni
Hall. And hey, there’s even
a guarantee that there will
not be any snow.
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Friars conquer Storm
PC focuses on showdown with BC
by

Chris Dankberg ’03

Sports Staff

Defense was the Friars’
primary weapon last year in
their return to national
prominence, and it appears that
Tim Welsh’s 2002 version are
discovering their own defensive
edge.
Providence forced 26
turnovers in a 75-70 overtime
win Saturday night at Madison
Square Garden versus St. John’s
University. The Friars were
able to out-hustle, out-muscle
and simply outplay the Red
Storm in a building that had
given the Friars a complex for
most of the twentieth century.
Tim Welsh called the win a
“typical grind it out, Big East
war’’ and said that “the Friars
were fortunate to come out on
top St John’s played with a lot
of passion, and we were able to
match it.”
It’s a little early to refer to a
game as a must-win, but it was
obvious that many of the
players came into the game with
the understanding that they
needed a win to keep any
realistic expectations of an
NCAA berth come March.
“We played real tough. It
was a must-win situation. We
needed a win. We needed to
match their toughness, and we
did that,” said freshman forward
Ryan Gomes, who has
established himself as the post
presence in the Friars lineup,
averaging 14.5 points per game,
8.4 rebounds and is shooting 58
percent from the field on the
season. He also managed to
contain the Johnnie’s big man
and only legitimate scoring

threat, Anthony Glover, in last
weekend’s win.
To overuse completely the
term “must-win,” PC faces a
similar situation this weekend
against Boston College. BC has
had their own share of problems
early this season, but they won
at 16lh-ranked University of
Miami earlier in the week, due
in large part to the resurgence
of shooting guard Troy Bell.
Early in the season the Friars
struggled offensively, but the
primary culprit was a suspect
defense. Since Coach Welsh
switched from a man-to-man
defense to an aggressive zone
defense, the Friars have
seemingly broken out of their
defensive slump. The improved
defensive play as a team has
improved the play of team
leader John Linehan. He broke
out defensively against Rutgers
with a Big East record 11 steals,
and he hasn’t looked back since.
An effective Linehan has made
a world of difference on the
offensive side as well.
Turnovers lead to easy baskets,
and easy baskets lead to better
offensive play.
From outside the three-point
line PC is still struggling to find
consistency.
Therefore,
sophomore forward Maris
Laksa has improved in almost
every aspect of his game this
season; he led the Friars in
rebounds against Rutgers and
SJU, with 14 and 13 rebounds,
respectively. His shooting
touch has yet to come back
following a serious foot injury,
but when it does, PC should be
in even better shape offensively.
“I’m starting to get my legs
back. My shot isn’t all the way

back yet, so I’ve had to change
my game. Teams were playing
me as a shooter, so I’ve had to
work on other parts of my
game,” confirmed Laksa.
Coach Welsh has also
shortened the team’s rotation in
order to find a more consistent
level of play. Currently he is
using eight players on the roster,
with senior guard Kareem
Hayletts occasionally being
used as the ninth. Increasing the
playing time of the players in
the current rotation has
appeared to payoff in an
increased defensive effort, as
well
as
an
improved
cohesiveness on offense.
The Friars currently sit at 129 overall and 3-4 in conference
play. Only UConn, Syracuse
and Miami have established
themselves as the upper
echelon of the Big East. The
winner of the PC-BC game
could likely stake their claim as
the fourth member of the upper
class, and begin to look towards
the NCAA tournament with a
little more certainty.
The play of freshman Rob
Sanders and sophomore Marcus
Douthit off the bench has not
gone unnoticed. Both have
shown impressive athleticism
and have provided much needed
defensive presence off the
bench.
Junior guard Abdul Mills’s
play has keyed the resurgence
for the Friars, providing a tough
defensive effort as well as
assuming some of the ball
handling duties and working
hard to get to the basket and the
free-throw line.
The rest of the Big East has
been put on notice that the
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Freshman Rob Sanders dunks as two St. John’s
players watch on.
swagger is back and that the out there played their heart out,”
Friars will not be outworked on concluded Coach Welsh.
the defensive end again.
Saturday’s game is a 2:00
“When we needed to make p.m. start at the Dunkin’ Donuts
the plays, we did. Our veterans Center, and it is a sell-out.

Thorpe qualifies for NCAAs
by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

On Jan. 25-26, both the
Providence College Men’s and
Women’s track teams traveled
to Boston University to compete
in the Terrier Classic where
individual runners had a chance
to showcase their skills and try
to qualify for the Big East,
IC4A, ECAC and NCAA
Championships.
Senior Hamish Thorpe, who
did not go to BU with the team,
made his own trip to Boston on
Jan. 27 to compete in the Adidas
Golden Spike Invitational. At
the Reggie Lewis Track, Thorpe
accomplished the biggest feat of
the weekend by finishing ninth
in the 3,000 meter run with a
time of 7:56.91, automatically
qualifying him for the NCAA
Indoor Track Championship.
The competition at the
Adidas Invitational was
comprised of non-collegiate
amateur runners so even though
Thorpe finished in ninth, his
time is the second best in the
country in terms of collegiate
athletes.

“I feel really happy because
this is a big burden lifted off my
shoulders early in the season,”
said Thorpe, who now has six
weeks’of training before the
NCAA Championship.
At the Terrier Classic, the
rest of the Men’s team was led
by the strong effort of freshman
Dylan Wykes. He stepped up
against tough competition to
qualify for the IC4A
Championship by placing sixth
in the 3,000 meters, shaving
about ten seconds off of his
personal best time for the
season.
“I felt this was an excellent
race for me because I improved
by taking a lot of time off my
personal best. It was a good
race and I hope to run better
later on in the season,” said
Wykes.
Other noteworthy
performances were turned in by
Dermot Galvin, Patrick
Moulton and Tyler McCabe.
Galvin participated in the 5,000
meters and placed 8lh overall
with a time of 14:21.01, which
was enough to qualify him for
the Big East and IC4A

Championships. Joining his
teammate at these champion
ships later on in the season will
be Moulton, who finished 17th
overall with a time of 14:37.17.
“I was extremely pleased
with my race because this was
my first time running the 5,000,
and to qualify for both Big East
and IC4A championships feels
pretty good,” said Moulton.
The other qualifier for the
Men was McCabe, who also ran
in the 5,000 and finished 21s1
overall with a time of 14:42.70.
The Women’s team also
enjoyed success at the Terrier
Classic. They had a number of
qualifiers for Big East
and ECAC Championships.
Freshman Deirdre Byrne led the
way for the Women’s team,
having the highest finish of the
day by any Friar with a first
place performance in the 1,000
meter. Her time of 2:54.55
allowed her to qualify for the
Big
East
and
ECAC
championships.
“The race was close for the
first few laps, but then in the
second to last lap I took the lead
and maintained it. I was very

happy with this performance,”
said Byrne.
Roisin McGettigan turned in
another fine performance. She
took second in the mile with a
time of 4:48.72, which will
allow her to continue her season
at the Big East and ECAC
Championships. McGettigan
was .02 seconds away from
qualifying for an automatic
NCAA bid. However, she did
manage to qualify provisionally
for the NCAA’s.
“I was not very happy with
my run because the girl ahead
of me was going at a nice pace
and then dropped off so I
assumed the pace and then in
the last lap she managed to pass
me,” said McGettigan. “I am
looking forward to the next
meet, which will be paced by
some professional runners, so I
will have a good shot at
qualifying for the automatic
NCAA Championships.”
Another runner who came
through with a strong
performance was Emer O’Shea,
who finished fourth in the 800
meters with a time of 2:13.94
that earned her qualifying

honors for the Big East and
ECAC Championships.
The Friars also made a
strong showing in the 3,000
meter run as Kathryn Casserly,
Lisa Cappello, and Mary Cullen
took 9,h, 10Ih, and ll,h place
respectively, and the three
runners finished within two
seconds of each other. All three
participants earned qualifying
times for the Big East and
ECAC Championships. The
Women’s team also got a strong
finish from an unlikely source,
as freshman high jumper Emma
Foster took 8th place overall
with a jump of 1.57 meters.
The team’s next meet will
again be at Boston University
and will feature competition
from Boston College and
Boston University.
“The purpose of this meet
will be the opportunity to run
on BU’s fast track, and the goal
is to get more runners to qualify
for NCAA’s along with a final
tune up for the Big East
Championships,” said Coach
Ray Treacy.
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Defense steps up in victories
-Continued from back pagethe only game the Badgers lost
so far this year was when they
gave up the first goal. Luckily,
the Friars did not have to wait
long.
Just 56 seconds into the first
period, sophomore Kelli
Halcisak sent a rocketing slap
shot into the net. Halcisak was
set up by junior Melanie Ruzzi,
who made a huge block in the
Badger zone to buy her some
time to make the shot.
Freshman Ashley Payton also
had an assist on the goal.
“We stuck to our game
plan,” said Halcisak. “We
executed everything that we
wanted to. I thought we played
really well. They’re a very
tough team, obviously. I think
we stepped up and played like
we’ve been playing since we
got back from the break.”
Senior Jackie Tamsin
knocked in the game winner
with another great shot at the
11:35 mark of the first period.
She skated past a Badger
defender and took a wrist shot
from the face off circle that beat
Wisconsin goaltender Jackie
MacMillan.
The Friars managed to hold
on to their lead despite a second
and third period run by the
Badgers. The penalty kill teams
made a huge difference for PC
as they prevented Wisconsin
from capitalizing on any power
play opportunities.
“Our penalty kill has picked
up a lot,” said Halcisak, who

leads the Friar defense. “We’ve
been focusing on power play
and penalty kills to try and bring
the numbers up, and that’s been
helping us a lot.”
Penalty kill was also
important during Saturday’s
ECAC game against UConn.
Both sides were charged with
numerous penalties, as there
was more rough play on the ice
than usual. Regardless, PC was
clearly dominating the game
from the start. The Friars had
numerous scoring oppor
tunities, but they were unable to
slip anything past Husky goalie
Shannon Murphy.
After a scoreless first period,
sophomore Sarah Youlen finally
broke through for PC with her
fourth goal of the season.
Halcisak fired off one of her
patented slap shots that
deflected off the UConn goalie,
and Youlen picked up the
rebound. The goal was all the
Friars would need to get past
their league rival.
“We played very disciplined
and mature games,” said
Deraney. “We’re not beating
ourselves, which was a big thing
that was happening first
semester. We just made things
harder for ourselves. We’re not
doing it anymore.”
Another big concern from
the first semester was the Friars’
inability to score many goals.
Against UConn, however, four
different Friars found the back
of the net. In addition to Youlen,
freshmen Hilary Greaves and
Rush
Zimmerman, and
sophomore Meredith Roth all
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Freshman Amy Thomas stopped 13 shots against UConn for a shutout.
contributed to the PC effort.
“I think our whole team is
playing tremendously,” said
Deraney.
“They’re very
unselfish. Different people are
stepping up every night to make
the play to win the game. There
are no individuals on the team.”
Goaltending has also
improved vastly for the Friars.
Both Amy Quinlan and Amy
Thomas made appearances
between the posts this weekend.

Quinlan earned the win against
Wisconsin, registering 15 saves.
Thomas recorded 13 saves
against UConn.
Up next for the Friars is a
huge game against North
eastern, the No. 2 team in the
nation and the top team in the
ECAC. The Friars are trying to
move out of fifth place in order
to secure home ice advantage
during the ECAC playoffs in
March.

“We’d love to have a huge
crowd for that game,” said
Deraney. “It’s a big league
game, plus it’s another
nationally ranked team. We’d
love to have the school’s
support, but we want them to
come because they want to
come.”
The puck will drop against
Northeastern this Friday, Feb. 1,
at 7 p.m. in Schneider Arena.

Seven and four Olympians can’t be wrong
- Continued from back pageper game this season. The Men are
averaging 1,967.
The difference is huge, especially
because there is no student section
during Women’s games. The crowd is
very scattered, making Schneider look
virtually empty.
It must be awfully disheartening for
the Women to play at home and see
very few encouraging faces in the
stands and hear the crowd cheer for the
other team. The Men never have to
face that problem. Even when the
team was not living up to the expecta
tions for the season, the stands were
packed at every game.
No matter how down and out the
Men’s team was the PC community
was on hand to bring them back up.
Many times, their encouragement was
enough to spur a brilliant comeback or
take the sting away from a disappoint
ing loss. And there were many
disappointing losses to start this
season.
I’m not criticizing the devotion of
the Men’s fans. Rather, I applaud it.
In fact, this is exactly what the
Women’s team needs too.
There are many misconceptions
about Women’s Hockey that may be
driving away potential fans. Most
people think that Women’s games
aren’t physical because there is no
checking allowed. Others simply think
that the games are slow and boring.
Either way, there are many excuses
people come up with for not going to a
game.
Checking may be illegal, but that
does not mean there isn’t any contact.
Women’s Hockey is still a very
confrontational and aggressive game.

PC has an extremely rich
college tradition in
Women’s Hockey. This
year’s team is looking to
add another banner to the
collection already hanging
in Schneider.
Instead of shouldering someone into
the boards and trying to take them
down, the Women have to skate in
front of them and cut them off. And
then they can try to take them down.
All that means is that a little more
finesse is involved, but the contact is
still there. The roughing is also
present, and it is very common. Fights
break out on the ice and punches are
thrown several times during games; the
refs just have an easier time breaking
up the Women than the Men.
The skill is all there too. If you
ever see sophomore Kelli Halcisak
scorch a slap shot from the blue line
into the net, or see one of our goalies
making a kick save in an incredible
display of flexibility, you will under
stand. But the point is that you need to
see it for yourself.
And finally, even if you are still not
convinced of the merits of the
Women’s team, you should go to a
game simply so you can say that you
were part of a Providence College
legacy.
More Women’s Hockey Olympians
have come out of Providence College
than any other school in the nation. In
1998, seven former Friars represented
the United States in Nagano and
earned gold medals: Chris Bailey ’94,

Laurie Baker ’97, Alana Blahoski ’96,
Sara DeCosta ’00, Cammi Granato
’93, Lisa Brown-Miller ’88, and Vicki
Movsessian Lamoriello ’94. Granato
captained the team, and DeCosta was
actually attending PC at the time.
In Salt Lake City this year, Bailey,
Baker, DeCosta, and Granato will be
wearing the red, white, and blue USA
uniforms once again.
PC has always been an institution in
Women’s Hockey. Cindy Curley ’85
was a member of the first unofficial
World Championship team in 1987,
before the USA Women’s National
Team was even recognized.. In 1990,
when the National Team was officially
launched, six former Friars were a part
of the program.
PC also has an extremely rich
college tradition in Women’s Hockey.
The Friars were ECAC Champions in
1984, the first year the tournament was
held, as well as in 1985, 1992, 1993,
1994, and 1995. This year’s team is
looking to add another banner to the
collection already hanging in
Schneider.
The fifth place Friars will be
looking to move up this weekend
against the No. 2 team in the country,
Northeastern, who is tied for first place
in the ECAC, in an important confer
ence game. The Friars have lost to
Northeastern twice already this year,
but an energized home crowd could
make the difference as they look to
improve on their 7-0-1 2002 record.
Overall, the Friars have lost eight
games this season - all of them to
nationally ranked opponents. But in
their last eight games, the Friars have
out-scored their opponents 37-10.
Their recent efforts have earned them
the No. 10 ranking in the country,

currently making them the only PC
winter sport team to be nationally
ranked.
If you don’t think Women’s Hockey
is exciting even though you’ve never
actually seen a game, this is the perfect
opportunity to check them out during
primetime - Friday at 7 p.m. in
Schneider Arena.

Sports
Column
as I
see ’em

Friars bury Eagles

In lieu of one main topic,
this week’s Black & White
gives you a few thoughts to
chew on.

There is no “I” in Basketball
Student support for Men’s
Basketball. That’s all that
has been discussed lately student
support
for Men’s
Basketball.
Why, oh
why, can’t
we get
more students to The Dunk for
more Men’s Basketball
games?
I’ll tell you why. In fact,
it’s pretty simple.
First, the Men’s Basketball
program has to call a spade a
spade and realize that
complaining about student
attendance at games is being a
bit selfish; Men’s Basketball
already has the most support
out of any other sport at
Providence College - a
campus of under 4,000
students where under half are
guys. Then again, maybe the
Men’s squad doesn’t realize
this -1 haven’t seen a
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Michael Lucci tries to free himself from a BC defenseman.
season series with BC 2-1, the
by Brendan McGair ’03
first time that has happened
Sports Staff
since the ’95-’96 season.
Memo to the rest of the
BC entered the weekend at
Hockey East: the Friars appear less than full strength, with key
to have snapped out of their first players Alex Dolinar and J.D.
half funk and now seem poised Forest out one game each with
to make February the month in injuries. The Eagles, in fact,
which they put it all together only skated three healthy lines,
and make a run for home-ice something that the Friars knew
advantage in the Hockey East and were sure to take advantage
playoffs.
of.
This past weekend, the
“We expected to beat those
Friars took a huge step in the guys,” stated Head Coach Paul
right direction, sweeping a Pooley. “They had a depleted
home-and-home series against line-up and I thought we did a
defending national champs good job and dominated for the
Boston College, winning 6-4 on most part, which we should
Friday and 5-2 on Sunday. With
Four-goal second, page 31
the victories, the Friars win the

PC Women tame
Huskies, Badgers

Defenseman Regan Kelly celebrates with Peter Zingoni after
a goal in Friday night’s 6-4 win against BC.

While flying high,
Women ’s Hockey
still needs a lift
Virginia Cheng ’03
Asst. Sports Editor
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Junior Danielle Culgin battles for the puck against the Huskies.
Virginia Cheng ’03
Asst. Sports Editor

The Women’s Ice Hockey
team maintained its undefeated
record for 2002 with two
impressive wins over the
weekend, beating Connecticut
4-0 on Saturday and Wisconsin
2-1 on Sunday. Well-executed

plays and powerful shots were
the keys to the Friars’ victories.
“We’re working on playing
at a higher level; not only
playing faster but playing more
precisely,” said Head Coach
Bob Deraney. “We’re just
striving for excellence. We have
very high standards, and we
keep raising the bar every

week.”
Sunday’s game was a great
morale booster for the Friars
because Wisconsin, the No. 9
team in the nation, was their
first true test of the year. The
Friars’ biggest objective for the
game was to score first because

Defense, page 35

When the Men’s Hockey
team battled Boston College
last Friday, thousands of
people came out to watch
them. The Friar Faithful lined
up at the Schneider Arena
gates even after all the student
tickets were gone just for the
mere possibility of seeing the
Men beat the reigning
National Champs, and luckily,
they weren’t disappointed.
In Schneider Arena, where
3,030 seats are available,
3,036 people were in atten
dance. With the pep band and
the crowd combined, the noise
was incredible. Sure, there
was a section of BC Superfans
cheering on their team, but
they were completely drowned
out by the packed student
section that constantly had the
opportunity to remind BC’s
goalie that he was a sieve.
On Sunday afternoon, it
was the Women’s turn. They
were playing No. 9 Wisconsin,
who beat reigning Women’s
National Champ MinnesotaDuluth twice this season. The
Friars had their 2002 unde
feated streak on the line, and it

was their first major test this
year against a nationally
ranked team. Luckily, they
had home ice advantage - or
did they?
Out of the 3,030 seats in
Schneider, only 101 were
filled. And many were by
Wisconsin’s faithful.
What happened to the
screaming Friar fans urging
their team on, or even the pep
band with its “When the
Saints Go Marching” every
time a Friar goal is scored?
It simply doesn’t exist for
the Women.
Out of 14 home games so
far this season, the highest
attendance for a Women’s
Hockey game was a feeble
372. It should also be noted
that the game was against
Brown, and the majority of the
fans - at least the most vocal
ones - were rooting for the
Bears.
To be fair, there is a small
group of students who come
every week to cheer on the
Women on, as well as faithful
adult fans, but the Women are
only averaging 215 spectators
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